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Seroquel (Quetiapine) is an atypical antipsychotic drug, also known as a serotonin-dopamine agonist. This drug should not be administered to elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis due to an increased risk of death. Most of the elderly deaths are caused by heart problems or serious infectious. This medication can not be administered to patients under the age of 18 years old. 


The medication is used to treat specific mental and mood conditions such as, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. Seroquel can decrease hallucinations and improve the concentration of an individual. The individual will be able to feel less nervous, become more active in their daily lives, and think clearly and positively about himself/herself. The person will experience decrease in mood swings. The medication is given by mouth two to three times daily with or without food. When the drug is suddenly stopped, some conditions may become worsen. 


Seroquel has some side effects such as, constipation, drowsiness, upset stomach, tiredness, weight gain, blurred vision, or dry mouth that may occur. The individual should notify the physician if the adverse effects persist or worsen. When the medication is started the person may experience dizziness or lightheadedness. The physician must instruct the person to get up slowly when rising from a sitting or lying position and not to drive or operate machinery. The medication may infrequently make the individual’s blood sugar level rise. The person may gain weight and the blood cholesterol levels may rise. (Lehne, 2010)


There are precautions that a physician must take before prescribing this medication. The physician must make sure the patient is not allergic to Quetiapine or have any other allergies. The patient must report to the physician if they have any medical history such as, cataracts, liver disease, low white blood cell count, seizure disorder, trouble swallowing, or thyroid problems. The medication may cause a condition that affects the heart rhythm. Seroquel must only be taken when needed during pregnancy.
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