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[bookmark: _GoBack]In this paper, I will discuss my interpretation of informatics, and why I chose to take Nursing Informatics as an elective.  When I hear the word informatics, I immediately think of information and technology.  As a nursing student, I am also quick to relate informatics to the healthcare world.  Healthcare facilities have already begun the technological transformation by utilizing electronic charting, Pyxis machines, barcode scanners, laptops, and smartphones.  Hence, I chose to take this course because technological competence is going to play a vital role in the success of future nurses.   
My personal definition of informatics is processing, storing, utilizing, accessing, inputting, and sharing information through various forms of technology.  Most importantly, informatics is a tool for communication.  Both computers and smartphones are capable of sending and receiving phone calls, text messages, video messages, and emails.  The Internet allows users to instantly publish, access, and share information.  Software programs and applications serve as a platform for organization, documentation, and creativity.  Whether we are communicating with other individuals, or even ourselves, our society is constantly utilizing informatics.    
Living in a world that relies on technology, the decision to take this course was a no-brainer.  Throughout my clinical experience, I recognized the importance of technology in the healthcare field.  For example, many facilities are utilizing electronic charting and barcode scanners.  Electronic charting not only saves time, but any confusion associated with illegible handwriting.  Likewise, software programs flag any abnormal lab values, diagnostics, or medical information that require the nurse’s immediate attention.  In a paper chart, these critical values could easily be overlooked or go undetected.  In conjunction with software programs, barcode scanners are used when administering medication to help eliminate medication administration errors.  Since the nurse is legally responsible for the six rights of medication administration, technology serves solely as a safety net.        
Overall, I view Nursing Informatics as the integration of technology into the world of healthcare.  Nurses utilize informatics while documenting, accessing medical records, providing patient care, and communicating with members of the healthcare team.  As technology continues to evolve, it is imperative that nurses are educated in the field of informatics.  With that said, I am extremely excited about this course, and truly believe it is going to contribute to my future success as a nurse.  
