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The purpose of this paper is to discuss the case of Mary, a 78 year old woman who has had a stroke.  I will discuss how to communicate with Mary, who is unable to speak.  I will also discuss  how to respond to Sue's guilt.
My first action would be to look at Mary's advance directive.  I would see what details she has included.  The study goes on to say she had three actions that would determine quality of life for her.  These actions involved physical abilities and speech.  I would proceed by determining her ability to comprehend when spoken to.  (Mauk, 2010)
The study tells that Mary is able to not in response to yes or no questions and comprehend what is being asked of her.  With this I would help her determine if she is satisfied with her abilities to perform tasks and communicate.  I would also ask her directly then if she wishes to have the feeding tube discontinued. (Mauk, 2010)
In response to Sue's feelings of quilt about placing the feeding tube despite the advance directive, I would begin by asking her how she feels about the situation.  I would try to answer any questions she has about options for Mary. I would then ask her if she wants to talk about the process of hospice care.  May main concern would be to provide comfort to without giving judgment.  (Mauk, 2010)
In evaluating Mary for possible hospice care, I would need to determine that she understands what will happen when the feeding tube is removed.  She needs to understand how the process will likely play out.  I would also ask what kind of intervention she does want included such as comfort measures.  I would try to question her for an affirmation with Sue present so they are both sure about her wishes.  (Mauk, 2010)
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