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Early Dementia
According to Alzheimer’s Foundation Web site, what stage of cognitive decline is Claudine experiencing at this point?
Alzheimer’s Association website she is in stage 3.
Discuss the definition of dementia using the Hartford Institute for Geriatric Nursing. 
Dementia is a clinical syndrome of cognitive deficits that involves both memory and another area of cognition.  This may come with changes in function and behavior.   
Three reputable websites where family can obtain information about Alzheimer’s disease.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/PMH0001767/
http://www.alzfdn.org/?gclid=CKi_jICdpbMCFao7MgoduloA3A
http://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers
What warning signs for Alzheimer’s disease does the family find on the Alzheimer’s Association website?
Memory loss that disrupts daily life, Challenges in planning or solving problems, difficulty completing familiar tasks, confusion with time or place, trouble understanding images, trouble with speaking or writing, not being able to retrace step, poor judgment, withdrawal and changes in mood and personality.
What kind of practitioner should she visit?
According to the Alzheimer’s Association website she should see a doctor.
What kind of treatment should the family anticipate?
Alzheimer’s Association website the family should expect drug and non-drug treatments.
What could you tell the family about potential respite services for them?
Alzheimer’s Association website the types of respite care include: In-home care services, Adult day care centers, and residential facilities.
What are some reasons for which the nurse might recommend an adult day care center as a potential option?
Alzheimer’s Association website this will give Mr. Everett time to spend with friends or family, or to take time to run errands, and know that she is in a place that has someone that will care for her.
What are three questions you would advise the family to consider before they leave Claudine home alone?
According to the national institute on aging you will have to ask yourself if the patient has a problem with wandering, or if she is rummaging and hiding things, but most importantly, if she is hallucinating, or suffering from illusions/delusions?
What are two actions Claudine’s family could take to promote safety in the homes entryway?
They could remove clutter and clear pathway to allow more room to move freely.
They could also make sure the floors provide good traction for walking and to secure all rug edges, and eliminate throw rugs, and install nonskid strips.
What are your thoughts on keeping information from Claudine?
I disagree with withholding information from Claudine.  Especially in the stage that she is in with her Alzheimer’s, by coming in and out of reality she will know something is wrong…..Actually, after doing some research on the subject of lying to Alzheimer’s patient, the verdict is still out.  People tell stories of three people having to hold a mom down..?
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