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The type of study used for the assignment was a phenomenological sample study to collect information on two subjects.  The two subjects discussed in the study were those pertaining to death.  One part of the research study was on the perception of what types of criteria determines a good death.  The second part of the research study was on what types of criteria might influence assistance with suicide.  According to the article entitled John and Mary Q. Public’s perceptions of a good death and assisted suicide, the design of the study was analyzed data from the responses of 12 adults that were not in relation to a health care occupation (Winland-Brown, 2001).  “Responses were analyzed by using the phenomenological method as described by Colaizzi (1978)” (Winland-Brown, 2001, p. 199).  This method includes picking out the important information, analyzing its meaning, pinpointing themes, and describing the phenomena.  

The research question of this study is on how people perceive what a good death consists of verses assisted suicide.  The samples of 12 people were chosen for this research by word of mouth.  This group was too small to thoroughly represent the population.   Participates were required to complete an informed consent affirming confidentiality (Winland-Brown, 2001).  The study should involve a larger demographic to be considered more of a scientific study.  The four theme clusters involving good death experiences all allude to making death a positive experience.  The researcher’s conclusion is that even though this article does not cover all issues relating to end of life, it provides useful insight needed to care for people during the end of life (Winland-Brown, 2001).        
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