Qualitative Research Analysis

Group Critique (no more than 6 typed, double-spaced pages)
Purpose: to summarize and critically evaluate a research study related to a problem of interest. This process provides an opportunity to develop critical readings and thinking skills relevant to the assessment of a research study, including its methodology, findings, strengths and weaknesses, and generalizability/transferability. 

Objectives:
    1.	To critically read, summarize, and evaluate a nursing research article
    2.	To correctly apply concepts about the research process to a new study, demonstrating understanding
3.	To write a coherent and concise review that shares your insights with the reader and provides good evidence of the reasons for your evaluation. 	

Note that you will need to summarize the article in a paragraph or two, spending about 2 ½ - 4 pages critiquing the important aspects of the study, and finish by giving an overall evaluation of the study. 

Content and Evaluation Criteria:
    1. 	A title page containing the paper’s title, names of all authors, course name, and date. Also include appropriate headers and page numbers using APA format.

    2.	A short (not more than 1 double-spaced page) summary of the article. This synopsis should describe the article so that the reader understands what was studied and what the results were. You can consider the author’s abstract to help you, but the summary must be in your own words.
Be sure to comment on:
	a. Purpose or research question and why it is significant (according to the author).
	b. Theoretical or conceptual framework (if given).
	c. Review of the Literature
	d. Research question/Hypothesis.
	e. Design.
	f. Population studied, sample type and size.
	g. Major concepts and their measures
	h. Data analysis & major results
	i. What the author concludes about the implications of the study results. Remember, in this section you are presenting what the author(s) says about his/her study. 

    3.	A two- to four-page critical evaluation/critique of the article – this is where you speak for yourself in evaluating the quality of the study. Use the questions on the following two pages as a guide as you evaluate the study.  Remember…all of the questions provided below do not relate to both qualitative and quantitative literature.  Always be aware of the type of article you are critiquing. Also remember the paper should be written using the third person.

    4.	Provide a summary evaluation of the overall study to conclude. This summary should describe the overall quality of the article. Was the article well-written, organized, and made sense? Were any obvious limitations present that decreased the usefulness of the article to practice? Should it be translated to practice? Basically, is it good research or junk? (1/2 page)

    5.	Reference page containing citation of the research article and any other sources cited within the paper correctly formatted using APA 6th Edition.


	



N 302 – Evaluation Criteria for Critique

Name__________________	                              Total points___________/100  

1. Summary of the article							(10)________

2. Problem/Purpose							(10)________
   a. Is the problem clearly & concisely stated?
   b. Is the problem researchable (answerable with empirical data)?
   c. Is the problem significant to Nursing – “So what?”

3. Conceptual Framework						 	 (5)_________
   a. Was the study based on a framework?
   b. Does the framework fit the problem?
   c. Are the concepts and relationships identified?

4. Review of the Literature						(10)________
   a. Is the review appropriate, thorough, organized?
   b. Is current research included?
   c. Is the literature well critiqued?
   d. Are there gaps in the knowledge re: the problem

5. Research Question/Hypothesis					10)_________
   a. Are research questions/hypotheses clearly stated?
   b. Is the question/hypothesis researchable as stated?
   c. Does the question/hypothesis relate logically to the 
	problem, discussion, literature review, framework?

6. Variables								 	(5)__________
    a. Are the concepts/variables clearly identified? Independent/Dependent?
    b. Are there conceptual & operational definitions?
    c. Are there extraneous/intervening variables identified? Controlled?

7. Design								 	(5)__________
    a. What design was utilized?
    b. Is the design appropriate for the research problem?
    c. Is internal validity addressed?

8. Sample								  	(5)__________
   a. Is the sample described & representative e of the population?
   b. Is the sampling method appropriate?
   c. Is the sample size adequate?
   d. Is protection of subjects addressed?

9. Data Collection methods						(10)_________
   a. Is the data collection approach appropriate?
   b. Are the tools/instruments described adequately?
   c. Are reliability & validity of the tools addressed?

10. Data analysis								(10)_________
   a. Are the analysis procedures appropriate for the level of measurement?
   b. Do the data analysis procedures answer the research question?
   c. Are the results clearly presented? Tables? Figures?




11. Results, Conclusions, Discussion of Findings			 (5)_______
   a. Are findings & interpretations differentiated?
   b. Is the research question answered?
   c. Are limitations of the study identified?
   d. Are implications for nursing addressed?
   e. Are the results generalizable? To whom?
   f. Are recommendations for future research identified:

12. Overall evaluation of research report				(10)_______
   a. Was the article well-written, organized, and made sense?
   b. Did limitations or errors decrease the usefulness of the research to practice?
   c. Should this article be used in nursing practice?
   d. Is this article good or poor?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
13. Format & writing (Grammar, composition, APA, etc.)		 (5)________


