Comparison to Quantitative Research


Slide 1

· Qualitative research builds a complete picture of phenomenon of interest

· Quantitative research breaks down the phenomenon into parts to determine their relation

· Qualitative research focus on subjective information 

· Quantitative research focus on objective information

· Qualitative research never attempts to predict or control the phenomena

· Quantitative research makes predictions and control the phenomena of interest

Narrative 1

· Both qualitative and quantitative research function to bring about knowledge, but their approaches differ in how data are collected and the fashion in which they are reported in the results section (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p.70).

· The primary purpose of qualitative studies is to create a definition of a variable so that we may understand it on many levels (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p.167).

· From the quantitative approach, understanding phenomenon requires reducing, objectifying, and quantifying its components (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p.54). 

Slide 2

· Quantitative research generates statistics through the use of large-scale survey research

· Statistics are usually gained in quantitative research through questionnaires or structured interviews

· Qualitative research explores attitudes, behavior and experiences of the participants

· Qualitative researchers obtain their results of participants through interviews, journaling, participant observation and art analysis

Narrative 2

· Qualitative methods are not discrete in the collection of data; participants must share their thoughts, feelings and experiences verbally or in writing (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p.167).

· Data collection from the quantitative approach discretely examines factors of a study as thorough as possible (Macnee &McCabe, 2008, p.173).

· Regardless to the approach of a study, both qualitative and quantitative aim at assuring that what happens in the subgroup or sample will have the same outcomes in relation to larger groups ((Macnee &McCabe, 2008, p.30).
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· Errors in data collection may occur in both qualitative and quantitative research

· In qualitative research error can be introduced into a study by the processes of data collection and the interpretation of the findings

· Error in data collection from the quantitative perspective includes the quality of the measures used and the implementation of those measures

Narrative 3

· Understanding how errors occur is important in considering how that error possibly influences clinical practice (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p. 179).

· Considering error is prone to occur in data collection and other measurements, the reliability of accurate measures are critical in maintaining consistency (Macnee &McCabe, 2008, p.180).

· In qualitative research, ongoing documentation about the researchers decisions regarding data analysis and collection processes are in place to ensure confirmability (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p. 171). 
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· In both qualitative studies and quantitative studies, no absolute formulas are consistently applied to the data

· Qualitative research breaks down the data into units and develops a categorization scheme to understand its meaning 

· In qualitative research, data is coded and reduced in order to avoid overlapping

· In quantitative research, data is converted into visual aids such as graphs and bar charts in order to make sense out of the collected information

Narrative 4

· Accuracy and consistency in measurements is the foundation of quantitative research and should be the first aspect a reader acknowledge prior to applying the findings to clinical practice (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p. 179). 

· In qualitative research, data reduction refines the categorization scheme and guides further data collection (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p. 71). 

· Visualization aides that are often used in quantitative research allows the reader to see the difference between the values, and other commonalities the participants may report (Macnee & McCabe, 2008, p. 75). 

