Aspirin is a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug  (NSAIDS). The role of aspirin in relationship to patent foramen ovale is that of a blood thinner.  Aspirin is absorbed orally and rapidly through the small intestine. Aspirin can be administered rectally. It is slowly absorbed rectally. Aspirin has a half-life of 15-20 minutes. Adverse effects of aspirin are: GI distress, occult GI bleeding, heartburn, nausea, bleeding (due to decreasing platelet accumulation), renal impairment, salicylism, Reye’s syndrome.
Clopidogrel (Plavix) inhibits platelet accumulation. Plavix decreases the incidence of a blood clot that could result in stroke or myocardial infarction. Adverse effects include: nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, constipation, GI discomfort, GI bleeding and pancreatitis. Clopidogrel is absorbed in the GI tract.
Coumadin (Warfarin) is a Vitamin K antagonist which is an oral anticoagulant. Has delayed onset yet used to prevent thrombosis. Orally ingested.  Adverse effects include: hemorrhage, fetal hemorrhage and teratogenesis in pregnancy. 
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