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After viewing the 2 videos and the Study guides Answer the 2 questions.

Perioperative Environment:

List the activities that are the responsibility of the perioperative nurse.   Include the nurse’s responsibilities in each of the 3 phases.

In general the perioperative nurse is responsible for verifying the patient is the correct patient, being a patient advocate, and providing privacy to the patient.  There are three phases of the perioperative period.  During the preoperative period, the preop nurse is responsible for introducing herself, collecting a health history and vital signs, starting the IV, shaving the surgical site, answer questions within her professional ability, and prepare the patient for what she will see and hear upon entering the OR.  

The second phase of the perioperative period is intraoperative.  There is one of two role the RN could have during this phase.  The circulatory nurse is not sterile, but is responsible for the supervision of the sterile field and ensuring that it isn’t broke.  She is also responsible for documentation, recording the count of supplies, initial assessment of the patient and ongoing throughout the procedure, relaying new or altered patient information.  Also, the circulatory nurse must be the patient’s primary advocate and should be alert and responsive to the patient’s condition at all times.  The scrub nurse is also involved in the intraoperative phase.  She gloves and gowns and is sterile throughout the entire procedure.  The scrub nurse is responsible for setting up the sterile field, assisting the doctor with the procedure, passing instruments and supplies, performing the count of supplies, preparing sterile dressings, and helping with turnover of the OR to prepare for the next patient.


The last phase of the perioperative period is postop.  Immediately the postop will obtain a complete system assessment of the patient and will continue to frequently assess him or her.  She is responsible for administering any postop medications and pain reduction interventions.  The postop nurse will also continually monitor vital signs and document findings.

Indentify other key personnel involved in providing a safe environment for the care of the surgical patient. 


Other key personnel involved in providing a safe environment for the care of the surgical patient include the surgeon, anesthesiologist, support staff members, equipment technicians, transport personnel, central service personnel, housekeeping and the scheduling staff.

Aseptic Technique: Principles and Practices:

Define surgical conscience


Surgical conscience involves always being aware of one’s self in the perioperative environment.  This includes being aware of aseptic technique, proper procedures for it, knowing how it may be broken, and being able to admit that it was broken.  A surgical conscience also involves watching other members of the surgical team to ensure that aseptic technique is not broken.  Infection is a major risk for the patient during the perioperative period and reducing errors to prevent it is a priority.  Having a surgical conscience is a key player in reducing this potential risk.

Describe three ways microorganisms may be transmitted to cause an infection.


Mircroorganisms live on virtually every surface.  This is very hazardous within the perioperative period.  These microbes can be transferred in a number of ways to the patient or health care staff.  Direct contact is one way of transferring microbes from person to person.  This occurs whenever a person comes into direct contact with a microorganism.  For example, during a handshake microorganisms can be directly transferred from one person’s hand to the other person’s hand.  Transmission by way of droplets occurs when someone coughs or sneezes and releases microorganisms into the air and onto surfaces, which can then be either inhaled or touched by another person.  Bloodborne transmission occurs when blood from an infected person is exposed to an uninfected person’s open wound.  An example of this would be a needlestick injury and the needle was from a patient who tests positive for HIV.
