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Case Study 1.5 The Unsafe Driver
1. The nurse could assess Jack’s vision, cognition, and motor and sensory function (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010).
  How about assessing for the use of alcohol or illicit drugs, known vision and/or hearing problems, possession of a current driver’s license, and when renewal is due, along with the amount and quality of sleep.

2.  Environmental factors to discuss with Jack might be to only drive in decent weather, during the daytime hours, on well-known roads and routes, off peak travel times, and only in low speed areas (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010). (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010).  How about unclean windshields, mirrors and headlights? 
[bookmark: C411464411111111I0T411464427199074]3.  Six tests that the AMA recommends for assessment of driving related skills are vision acuity with the use of the Snellen eye chart, visual fields with the use of confrontation testing, part B of the trail making test, clock drawing test, rapid pace walk, manual test of motor strength (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010).
4.  Ethical conflicts that might arise in Jack’s situation for the medical provider could be violation of privacy, duty to protect the patient, and the public (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010).
5.  Some suggestions for transportation alternatives could be public transportation, senior buses, a close friend, or community volunteer (Carr, Schwartzberg, Manning, & Sempek, 2010).
[bookmark: C411464710300926I0T411464721064815]6.  I used the elder care locator services for Hoopeston, IL.  The Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging came up first on the list (Elder Care Locator website, n.d.).
[bookmark: C411464847337963I0T411464862037037]7.  Cataracts adversely affect Jack’s ability to drive by blurring his vision especially driving at night or in very bright light.  Jack may have even had difficulty telling the difference between colors and with depth perception.  If left untreated cataracts can become a severe visual impairment (Mauk, 2010).
8a.  Licensed drivers 21 to 80 years old have to renew their license every 4 years.  Licensed drivers 81 to 86 years old have to renew their license every 2 years.  Licensed drivers 87 and above have to renew their license every year (Cyber Drive Illinois website, n.d.).
[bookmark: C411464906250000I0T411464917592593]b.  Online renewal cannot be done is driver is over 74.  This requires in person visit to the driver’s license facility.  (Cyber Drive Illinois website, n.d.)
c.  Drivers who renew their license physically at the driver’s license facility are mandated to take a vision test.  Every 8 years all persons renewing their driver’s license must take a written exam unless that person has no traffic violations.  If the driver has had an accident that shows up on his or her driving record, that driver may have to complete a written and/or road exam.  Any driver 75 or over is required to take the driving exam (Cyber Drive Illinois website, n.d.).  
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[bookmark: C411465043287037I0T411465051851852]9.  The state of Alabama has no special rules for older adults.  Renewal in Alabama is every 4 years across the board, where Illinois has an age break at 81 and then again at 87.  Also in Alabama there is no vision, written, or driving test mandated, where in Illinois anyone over 75 is mandated to take a driving exam upon renewal.  Arkansas mandates vision is tested every 2 years for older drivers.  Just like Alabama license renewal is every 4 years across the board, where Illinois has an age break at 81 and then again at 87.  Arkansas also allows renewal in person or by mail with no age stipulation, where in Illinois a driver cannot renew online after the age of 74.  Arkansas like Alabama does not require a written or road test upon renewal, but Arkansas does require a vision test with renewal.  This is comparable with Illinois (Caring.com website, n.d.).
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