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The purpose of this paper is to provide an example of one of the most dangerous mistakes in healthcare: medication errors. Medication errors are a growing problem in healthcare facilities, and many people have tried doing studies to locate the sources of them. Some blame long shifts, inexperience, and improper education. More importantly, however, is what should be the long-term result for a medication error? This question is highly debatable, however it is life changing.


In Madison, Wisconsin, Julie Thao headed off to work one day for what she thought would be a usual day in the life of an RN. Little did she know, she would be charged with a felony as a result of an incident that happened that day. She wrongly injected 16 year old, Jasmine Gant, with a lethal dose of a strong anesthetic instead of penicillin. This brought the teenager to her death that day, and left Thao facing a felony charge of patient neglect (“Former St. Mary’s Nurse,” 2006). 


This case has left the healthcare industry in an uproar. Not only are hundreds of nurses enraged, but the Wisconsin Hospital Association and Wisconsin Nursing Association have expressed their condolences as well. Many nurses have spoken on Thao’s behalf about the severity of her charges. People have gone as far as telling news reporters that they requested Thao to be their nurse during their times of need. Her nursing record shows no mistakes, and many feel that knowing she made such a terrible mistake is punishment enough for her. Kelly Bullock, a fellow nurse at St. Mary’s, states, ”I think it’s terrible. I can’t believe they would treat a nurse like a criminal” (2006, p. 2). 


Although many have expressed their sympathy and support for Thao, the Wisconsin Department of Justice is not backing down. Their grounds for her conviction are that she violated 

several policies when she injected the teenager. Against what Thao’s lawyer claims, this was more than a simple mistake. The Department of Justice feels this was a serious of mistakes. Thao failed to read the label before injecting Gant, and also injected the medicine too fast into the teenagers body. Thao was released on bond at her initial hearing, providing she does not come in contact with the victim’s family (“Former St. Mary’s Nurse,” 2006).


This situation is an extremely tough one. Mistakes happen when things are monitored by humans, however it is unfortunate that a healthcare provider’s mistake could cost someone their life. Because the punishment for a medication error is not regulated, the topic is highly debatable. Many people feel nothing should happen, many feel the provider’s license should be revoked, and many feel that the provider should be charged and convicted. However, until the punishments are regulated, we will continue to see unfortunate stories such as Thao’s in the media to date. 
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