History of Abortion

· 49% of pregnancies are unintended (Ricci & Kyle, 2009).
· 40% of those are terminated (Ricci & Kyle, 2009).
· Abortion was legal in the United States until the mid-late 1800s (National Abortion Federation, 2010).

· Abortion legalized in 1973 (Roe vs. Wade) (National Abortion Federation, 2010).

· Abortion is now regulated state by state (Ricci & Kyle, 2009).

· Partial Birth Abortion Act

-President Bush signed on November 5, 2003 (Legal Information Institute, 2012).  

What is Partial Birth Abortion?

· Medical definition: Expulsion of fetus or embryo before viability (Ricci & Kyle, 2009)

· Also known as IDX which stands for intact dilation and extraction (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).
· Is performed to end a pregnancy in the mid to late second trimester, and is usually performed between weeks 19 and 26 of pregnancy (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).

· Preparation 

-Involves outpatient  visit to administer dilation medications such as laminaria (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).
-Dilation usually occurs over the course of several days 

     -Procedure

       - After dilation is complete physician rotates fetus in a footling breech postion (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012)

       -Body of fetus is drawn out of uterus feet first until only the head remains inside the uterus (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).

       -Then the physician uses an instrument to puncture the base of the skull.  This collapses the skull, and contents are partially suctioned out (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).

       -This then results in fetal death and reduces that size of the fetal head (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).  

-Aftercare 

   -Usually does not require an overnight hospital stay (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).

    -Usually follow-up doctor’s visit is scheduled (Online Medical Dictionary, 2012).
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