1. The respiratory system performs its functions through pulmonary ventilation, respiration, and perfusion. Normal functioning depends on: the integrity of the airway system to transport air to and from the lungs, properly functioning alveolar system in the lungs to oxygenate venous blood and remove carbon dioxide from the blood, and properly functioning cardiovascular and hematologic system to carry nutrients and wastes to and from the body cells.
2. Pgs. 1603 -  1608

	
	Infant
	Early Childhood
	Late Adulthood
	Age Adult

	Respiratory Rate
	30-60 breaths/min
	20-40 breaths/min
	15-25 breaths/min
	16-20 breaths/min

	Respiratory Pattern
	Abdominal breathing, irregular in rate and depth
	Abdominal breathing, irregular
	Thoracic breathing, regular
	Thoracic, regular

	Chest Wall
	Thin, little muscle, ribs and sternum easily seen
	Same as infants but more subcutaneous fat
	Further subcutaneous fat deposited, structures less prominent
	Thin, structures prominent

	Breath Sounds
	Loud, harsh crackles at end of deep inspirations
	Loud, harsh expiration longer than inspiration
	Clear inspiration is longer than expiration
	Clear

	Shape of thorax
	round
	elliptical
	elliptical
	Barrel shaped or elliptical


3. Factors effecting respiratory function: levels of health, developmental considerations, medications, lifestyles, environment and psychological health. Smoking, environmental exposure, age and cardiovascular disease, suggests the need for more intensive monitoring for respiratory complications.
4. Appropriate question:  pg. 1613

Assessment: Inspect, palpate, percussion, auscultation.  

Factors to assess: usual patterns of reparation, recent changes, cough, septum, chest pain, dyspnea, fever, fatigue.

