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1. Following the Civil War, the requirement that nurses be Caucasian and female was the standard. How has this affected the nursing profession today?
A.  Currently the nursing profession is majority lead by Caucasian women. As stated in Chitty and Black: Professional Nursing Concepts and Challenges (2011) the nursing profession was represented by 81.8% Caucasian individuals in 2004. Similarly, the profession is profoundly female dominated with the male-nurse percentage remaining 5.4-5.7% over the last 10 years (Chitty and Black, 2011). The trend that stemmed during the Civil War years has still progressed due to the timely predisposed notion that nursing is a profession for women solely. Still with the influx of males into formal nursing programs the ratio of men to women in nursing may not level for decades to come. A great example of this can be seen in the Lakeview College of Nursing incoming Spring 2011 class. The Charleston campus class, composed of nearly 40 students is still predominantly characterized by Caucasian women. The class has a small minority and male population despite efforts by academic and professional organizations to increase matriculation of both.  The nursing professional demographic also follows the trend of the national population in regards to race. Currently the United States is largely Caucasian which in turn may contribute to the grand Caucasian nursing population.
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