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1. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services provide comprehensive, culturally competent, quality primary health care services to medically underserved communities and vulnerable populations. Health centers are community-based and patient directed organizations that serve populations with limited access to health care. These include low income populations, the uninsured, those with limited English proficiency, migrant and seasonal farm workers, individuals and families experiencing homelessness, and those living in public housing. These centers are federally funded through health grants, and patients are given fee adjustments based on their ability to pay. Most G
rant-supported health centers have to meet certain criteria to be funded federally. Planed parenthood is an example of a federally funded health center that serves underprivileged populations (www.hrsa.gov). The resources available for the type of clinic described in this case study would most likely include federal and state funding. Some health clinics are private, but are accredited by the Joint Commission which is an independent, not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of the nation’s health care system through voluntary accreditation (www.auntmarthas.org).  At the local/community level, funding could be provided by religious groups, businesses, or community donated monies.
2. The nurse could begin to find federal funding by contacting the department of health and human services, and by contacting the Joint Commission.   She could contact an affiliated hospital as well to seek funding information. She could also seek out other community clinics to gain advice on funding sources. A local Danville clinic called “Aunt Martha’s” relies on assistance from individuals, community groups, businesses, foundations, as well as federal, state and county governments. They are also a partner agency with Metropolitan Chicago United Way, and several other United Way agencies. The nurse could seek out other community assistance minded agencies and try to pair up with them to seek financial assistance. 
3. At times the pharmaceutical companies will provide drugs at discounted prices and free samples for community clinics due to reimbursement from federal funding. This helps the community clinic provide medications at lower cost/free of cost to underprivileged populations.

4. She could go to her community, county and state governments to address the issue with them. By contacting them she could arrange to get more information from the community as well. She could also contact the current health assistance facilities currently in place to gain insight and advice as well. Finally, she could directly contact the federal government’s health and human services agency.
5. Typical medical problems that the nurse would most likely see among this group of older adults would include: a wide variety of chronic illnesses that have been left untreated, or that have not been consistently managed. These could include diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, arthritis, osteoporosis etc. Other medical issues may involve poor hygiene, malnutrition, mobility issues, vision, dental, and hearing problems (Mauk, 2010).
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