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The focus of this presentation was palliative care.  Specific areas of palliative care covered during the presentation were: the standards and procedures of palliative care, as regulated by Joint Commission, hospice care, organ donation procedure, pharmacological and non-pharmacological pain management, assessment of the dying patient, care pathways for the dying, spirituality and support of the dying and his or her family, and physiologic considerations.  The audience participated in the presentation by taking a pre and post-exam, and also by adding input and personal experiences when asked.  The environment was quiet, conducive to learning, and everybody listened and interacted respectfully.  


Upon evaluation of our presentation, one change to be made would be the time it took for our presentation to be completed. The attention of the audience was wavering towards the middle and end of the presentation. Narrowing the amount of information presented would have made our presentation more favorable to the learning experience.  With so many aspects to palliative care, it was hard to decide what to speak about and what not to speak about.  


Positive aspects of our presentation were that the audience could relate to the information.  When asked, almost every nursing student had cared for a dying patient.  Some had even had the honor of assisting a patient during his or her last breaths. Also, the class did learn, as evidenced by the results from the before mentioned pre and post exams.  The scores of the pre-test were substantially lower than those of the post test.  Pre-exam scored a total of 52% correctly answered questions, where-as the post-exam scores jumped to 81% correctly answered questions. 

