N405 Poster Rubric and Guidelines
Posters v. Papers
 The audience of a paper is a person; the audience of a poster is people.   A poster presentation allows for question-and-answer sessions, and the exchange of ideas and information regarding your study.   A paper presents all the information; a poster presents the most important information.
Posters should address hot topics that increase the awareness and demonstrate the impact of nursing research for peer-to-peer knowledge sharing. Topics should focus on practical implications, innovations and current trends.  A written abstract in APA format t is required and should include a short description of your work and contain all the elements necessary to define your goals and results to the reader.  Here is a link you might find helpful in writing the abstract - ‘How to Write a Quality Abstract’ : http://www.uniteforsight.org/global-health-university/abstracts-data 
Abstract is worth 20 points.  (See Rubric for grading at the end of this document.)
Poster Guidelines:  Maximum poster size: 4 ft tall by 6 ft. wide.  Posters need to be thin so a push pin can go through it and into a backboard if necessary for display.  The categories for posters are:
· Clinical Innovation 
· Evidence-Based Practice
Abstract guidelines:
1. Complete an Abstract, including title should not exceed 350 words. 
2. Use 12 Font (Arial preferred), single-spaced 
3. Save a copy of your abstract for your records 
[bookmark: category]Category Criteria: 
Clinical Innovations: (CI) posters must demonstrate the impact of ideas on nursing process improvements, patient education, patient care, staff education or leadership strategies.  Generally, they describe the effect of an idea on nursing practice.  C I posters are intended to “spread the word” about ideas that have been implemented and have been deemed successful.  Prepare Clinical Innovations poster and abstract to include the following key elements:
1. Purpose – What was the intent/goal of project? What problem was addressed by the best practice solution? 
2. Description – What was the best practice? How was it developed & implemented? 
3. Evaluation and Outcomes – What were the outcomes of the project? How was success measured? 
Evidence-Based Practice: It is highly recommended that (EBP) posters utilize the PICO format to describe the process and outcomes resulting from the critical appraisal and use/translation of the best and most relevant research evidence related to an important clinical question that directly or indirectly influences nursing practice.  Prepare Evidence-based practice poster and abstract to include the following key elements:
1. Purpose—What was the intent/goal of the project? What problem was addressed by the evidence-based practice? 
2. Description—What was the evidence-based solution? How was it developed and implemented? Cite the research for the evidence 
3. Evaluation and Outcomes—What were the outcomes of the project? How was success measured?
Abstract and Poster Guidelines 
CLINICAL INNOVATIONS: 
Clinical Innovations posters will demonstrate the impact of ideas on nursing process improvements, patient education, patient care, staff education or leadership strategies.  Generally, these projects describe the effect of an idea on nursing practice.
Clinical Innovation Abstract components: 
1. Title that conveys project's significance 
2. State the overall goal(s) and the outcome objective(s) of the project. 
3. Provide background – how did project come about? 
4. Briefly describe project in terms of the approach, methods or process and state how the outcomes will be evaluated. 
5. Describe how the results impacted practice. 
6. Provide a conclusion (if you have one) 
7. Citations
8. Example Poster Layout:
	Title
Authors (Primary author 1st, alternate author 2nd, then others, prn) 

	Purpose/Goal:
	Project Description:
	Conclusions:

	Rationale/ Background
Literature review with citations
	Methods
Project Outcomes
	Recommendations for future investigation:





EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE: 
Evidence -Based Practice (EBP) posters should utilize the PICO format to describe the process and outcomes resulting from the critical appraisal and use or translation of the best and most relevant research evidence related to an important clinical question that directly or indirectly influences nursing practice.  
EBP Abstract components: 
1. Title 
2. Briefly describe the background and clinical question to be answered. 
3. Describe the evidence that exists and the quality of that evidence. 
4. Outline changes to be made based on the evidence (if any). 
5. Describe how change, was or will be implemented. 
6. Describe how the change was, or will be, evaluated and the implications of making the change. 
7. Selected literature review and citations 
8. Example Poster Layout:
	Title
Authors (Primary author 1st, alternate author 2nd, then others, prn) 

	Background
Methods
PICO format with question
	(Literature review) 
Article citation, Purpose, 
Study Type and Methods
Key Findings
Clinical Relevance 
	Results



Conclusions

	
	
	




The easiest and most attractive way to construct your poster is by using Microsoft PowerPoint. You will basically be making a single huge slide.
Consider using landscape format.
Do:
Use color and fonts efficiently
Make your poster visually appealing
Use bullets
Use a larger font size for headers
Ask for help from your colleagues
Don’t:
Use dark backgrounds, Highlight a specific commercial product
Misquote your research or topic
Forget to acknowledge your collaborators


This website, www.makesigns.com , offers great templates, tips, examples for creating professional quality posters. 




Poster Grading Rubric       60 POINT SCALE
The grade for your poster presentation will be based on the mechanics of your poster construction (i.e. did you follow the guidelines) and on your interaction with your instructor as you explain what you did in the project.
Poster Construction
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does not meet expectations

	Points earned
	
	
	

	Titles and Sub-titles
	Titles and subtitles are clear and enhance readability
	Most titles and subtitles are clear and enhance readability
	Few or no titles or sub-titles to clarify text

	Text size and color  

	All text is clear and readable, a few changes in size and color enhance understanding
(20 pts.)
	Text is clear and readable, a few changes in size and color enhance understanding  
(19-12 pts.)
	Some text is clear and readable, frequent changes in size and color do not enhance understanding 
(11-0 pts.)

	Writing  

	Well written and organized, clear, easy to follow  
(20 pts.)
	Adequately written and organized, reasonably easy to follow. 
(19-12 pts.)
	Poorly written and organized, unclear, hard to follow (11-0 pts.)

	Data Presentation  

	Data presented in clear, labeled tables, graphs    (20 pts.)
	Data presented in graphs 
(19-12 pts.)
	Raw data presented
(11-0 pts.)

	

N405 Rubric for Abstract         40 POINT SCALE

	Response
	Criteria
	Rating

	Exemplary 
	Clarity of thought, Complete. Shows understanding of all processes, reasonable and thoughtful questions, conclusions supportable. 
	40 

	Competent 
	Clarity of thought, shows understanding of major processes, draws acceptable inferences and conclusions.
	39 - 35

	Minor Flaws 
	Completes the assignment, but explanations may be slightly ambiguous or unclear, may contain some incompleteness, inappropriateness, or unclearness in representation.
	34 - 30

	Major Flaws 
	Begins successfully, but omits significant parts or fails to complete, may misuse terms, representations may be incorrect or omitted, incorrect or incomplete in analysis, inferences and conclusions. 
	29 - 19

	Fails to complete 
	Assignment and explanation is unclear or major flaws in concept mastery, incorrect use of terms.
	18 - 0
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