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I volunteered at Mattoon PADS on November 28, 2012. I arrived at Mattoon PADS at 5:45p.m. During my time at Mattoon PADS I aided two volunteers in creating a dinner menu. The menu was composed of leftover food from lunch or dinner the previous night. The leftovers were implemented in a new meal. The volunteers begin cooking at 6:00p.m. and open the doors at 7:00p.m.

The volunteers and I finished cooking and cleaning the kitchen at 6:45 p.m. Due to the extra time that I had prior to residents and patrons arriving for dinner I took a tour of the services. The tour included the residential area. It was interesting to note that the center has twice the space for men that it has women. It was also interesting that the worker stated that the space allotted for women and one space for a mother and child was not utilized as often as those for men. Additionally, I was informed that the residents have 90 days for which they are allowed to stay at the center. The resident’s time begins the first night they stay and continues for 90 days regardless of if the person stays. After the 90 days the person is not allowed to return for the residential part for 1 year. 

In conjunction with the limitation of time available to reside at Mattoon PADS individuals are must leave during the day. I was informed that most residents will frequent the nearby mall to stay warm until the center allows their return. I also found it gripping that individuals attended the kitchen for meals that did not need the residential services and worked. The overall experience made me realize the blessings that I have. It was a humbling experience.

