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[bookmark: bmFirstPageTitle]Community Program Utilization
[bookmark: C409447806365741I0T409447817592593][bookmark: C409447806365741I0T409448081134259]Adolescents who have children are more likely than older adults to require assistance when it comes to raising their infant. Most teens, however, might be unaware of the programs in the community to help them out. The purpose of this paper is to focus on program utilization among adolescents and the impact it has on themselves and their infant. Flynn, Budd, and Modelski, (2008) focused on a program, the Teen Parenting Partnership (TPP) Program, where a public health nurse and a medical social worker utilized the teenagers home to provide information regarding the Women, Infant, and Children (WIC) Program, the Medicaid Program, and other community resources. Importantly, they assisted program teens in locating and selecting a prenatal care provider, and encouraged teens to independently make and keep their own appointments. Mental health and substance abuse counseling were also implemented in the community setting (Flynn et al., 2008). 
[bookmark: C409447806365741I0T409448057986111]Nurse involvement in teenage program advocacy ensures that the parents have access to necessary help, such as food stamps and healthcare, to provide care for their child. Teenagers don’t necessarily think about all the responsibility associated with the child, so it is important for the public health nurse to provide education about services available. It was determined that adolescents in the program had an increased likelihood to have prenatal care, made and kept appointments with the provider, and enrolled in the WIC and Medicaid Program (Flynn et al., 2008). Nurse advocacy for the adolescent population ensures that the infant starts off their life healthy and continues to develop normally because the parents used all the resources available to them.
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