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On January 23, 2012 I attended two surgeries during my Perioperative rotation. I was assigned to the registered nurse, Barb for the entire day. The two surgeries that I observed were:  removal of plaque from the right carotid artery and AV shunt of the left arm. During both surgeries I observed the nurse obtain medication that she anticipated the surgeon would administer to the patient. The medication list was in part provided by the “Card” that each surgeon completes regarding necessary and requested equipment. 

In addition to preparing the perioperative area, a scrub nurse or surgical technologist establishes the sterile field. The circulating nurse assists with the scrub nurse’s sterile gown, adding equipment to the sterile field by “toss” method and patient placement. The circulating nurse additionally noted surgery start and stop times with specimen labeling.

During the two surgeries I was unable to practice nursing skills due to the preoperative placement of both IV’s by the preoperative nurse. Additionally each patient was not required to have a Foley catheter. I assisted with patient transfer and observed pre and partial post patient care.


I observed the surgeries while standing on a step above the patient by the nurse anesthetist. The nurse anesthetist was an avid resource of information regarding anesthetics and analgesics utilized. The drug Ketamine was administered to the patient to place the patient under “dissociated analgesics”. The placement is semi-conscious with yet unaware of the procedure that is being completed. The surgeon and other staff members were also helpful in explaining why and how the procedure will affect the patient. In total the experience was a beneficial one.
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