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The responsibility of the perioperative nurse are wide and expansive. The nurse assesses the paperwork within the patient chart to ensure that all needed pages are signed appropriately. The nurse also circulates through the operating room during the preoperative phase. The nurse initiates the set up of needed and anticipated medications during the surgery or procedure. The nurse acts a liason between the doctor, anestiologist and preoperative staff.

During the intraoperative period the nurse monitors the patient’s position, surgical skin site and specimen management. In addition, during the surgical procedure the nurse anticipates the needed equipment and medication of the surgical staff. The nurse also monitors the equipment used during the procedure, i.e. swabs.


The postoperative period involves transfer to the PACU (postanesthesia care unit). Within this unit the nurse continues to monitor the vital signs, airway, drainage and overall health condition of the patient. The nurse reviews doctor’s medication orders and wound care. The nurse is responsible for updating the doctor regarding changes in the health status of the patient such as: abnormal drainage or discharge, elevated vital signs or dishension.

Another key component of the surgical team is the anesthesiologist or nurse anesthesist. The professional monitors the patient’s respiratory status and blood gas status. Due to the analgesics or anesthetics given the patient may suffer from deadly respiratory distress or malignant hyperthermia. The anesthesiologist also administer medication alternatives to alleviate patient pain and consciousness.
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Surgical conscience is defined as the attitude for which the surgical team adheres to  ensure the safety of the patient. It is the ideology for which the team practices sterile technique when conducting medical procedures. This decreases the probability for infections stemming from microorganisms. 

Microorganisms can be transmitted by via hair, skin and nails. Microorganisms can gather under the nails and transfer to patients if not cleaned and trimmed properly. The hair acts as a carrier for microorganisms with an increased threat with length. The skin contains both transient and resident bacteria that can be eradicated with vigorous hand washing with antibacterial soap. The resident form of microorganisms lie further under the skin that can be growth stabilized but not entirely eradicated. 
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