Lakeview College of Nursing
N302-Nursing Research
Fall 2012

Course Level:			Level III

Course Number/Name:		N302-Nursing Research

Credits:				This course provides three [3] semester credit hours; 48 online 
				classroom hours, using Edvance 360 platform; there are no clinical hours

Prerequisites:

Enrolling in this course requires satisfactory completion of all Level II nursing courses, statistics, or with permission of the instructor.

Course Description:

This online course introduces students to the techniques, methods, and tools of nursing research. The course focuses on learning how to critically read research articles to determine their quality and use for changing nursing practice. The course will address the importance of protecting human rights in nursing research and will require students to read and critique research reports for applicability to nursing practice.

This course is based on the AACN (2008) Essential of Baccalaureate Education for professional nursing practice and the Standards of Care for the American Nurses Association.

Academic Integrity Statement:

Lakeview College of Nursing is designed to provide a liberal and professional educational foundation that is essential for practicing with ethical judgment.  Therefore, academic integrity is a critical aspect of the educational process.  All students are held responsible for their own academic integrity, as well as for maintaining the integrity of a sound academic environment.  Should there be an incident of violations in the environment: students will be disciplined under the Student Honor Code of Conduct as described in the LCN Student Handbook.

Disability Statement:

Students with a documented disability should be referred to the Office of the Director of Enrollment for referral of special accommodation needs. Any student who has a documented disability is urged to contact his/her instructor of this course for assistance and direction in obtaining service to accommodate his/her disability.

Course Coordinator:

Alisha Betka, RN, MSN/Ed					Email: abetka@lakeviewcol.edu
Office: (217) 709-0938					Office Hours: T, W, & Th 8-10 pm online
Cell: (217) 493-4279					and by appointment. I will be online more  
Home: (217) 352-1695 please no calls after 8 pm	often; if you see I am online, I always welcome questions
Course Instructors:

Karen Collins, CNM, WHNP, FNP				Email: karcollins1@gmail.com
Cell: 217-649-0013 					Office Hours: Arrange with instructor

Purpose of Course:

At the completion of this course, students will be able to identify and integrate evidence-based nursing research into their clinical nursing practice.

Goals of Course:

At the completion of this course, students will obtain the knowledge and skills to produce APA-formatted research papers, read and interpret scholarly nursing research studies, produce research article critiques, identify ethical issues that impact the nursing profession, and identify evidence-based protocols and procedures used by health care facilities and the process by which research becomes an evidence-based practice guideline.

Level III Objectives
Operationalized Objectives

Level Objective 1: Critical Thinking/Clinical Reasoning
Apply theoretical and empirical knowledge from nursing scientific and humanistic disciplines to the adaptive responses of people, families, groups, communities and society for optimal nursing practice.
1. Analyze a variety of research approaches for their applicability to nursing problems.
2. Determine the utility of the nursing process as part of the research process.
3. Correlate personal experience with research skills to improve the quality of care to clients and families.

Level Objective 2: Basic Organization and Systems Leadership Quality Care
Practice nursing leadership roles in the provision and coordination of healthcare as a direct care provider, teacher and communicator.
1. Discuss the effect of current changes in the health care system on nursing research.
2. Examine the nurse researcher’s responsibility to protect the rights of human subjects.

Level Objective 3: Nursing Process
Utilize the nursing process to assess, plan appropriately, safely implement and evaluate nursing interventions for individuals.
1. Examine the importance of research to nursing practice.
2. Distinguish between the effects of nursing research and research in other healthcare professions on nursing practice.
3. Analyze and critique nursing research articles for validity and applicability to nursing practice

Level Objective 4: Values
Develop professional values with ethical, moral and legal aspects into nursing practice.
1. Examine ethical questions that the professional nurse might encounter.
2. Demonstrate the practice of protecting the rights of research subjects as they pertain to confidentiality and the “freedom from no harm” maxim.
3. Demonstrate an awareness of practitioners’ legal responsibility in research.

Level Objective 5: Caring
Employ caring through behaviors which reflect respect, empathy, and genuineness in providing care to individuals in order to promote optimal health.
1. Utilize nursing research to improve professional practice.

Level Objective 6: Communication and Technology
Adopt communication skills to collaborate in finding solutions to problems and meeting the healthcare needs of the individual.
1. Relate research conclusions to patients in an appropriate manner.

Level Objective 7: Adaptability
Prioritize nursing actions which are appropriate to an individual’s and family’s health status.
1. Examine scholarly nursing research articles and evidence-based nursing protocols and procedures to determine best nursing practice.

Required Textbooks:	American Psychological Association [APA]. (2009). Publication manual of the American
 Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: APA.
			
			Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing
research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd  ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins.

Methods of Instruction:

The course may use a variety of teaching methods including analysis of research studies, assigned readings, online discussion questions, individual written assignments, and group projects. Students will be required to locate online peer-reviewed nursing research articles in order to complete assignments.

Additional Resources:	Libraries on both Danville and Charleston campuses.
					 
Grading Procedures: **Students must achieve a minimum grade of 77% to pass this course.

A = 93%-100%
B = 85%-92%
C = 77%-84%
D = 70%-76%
F = <70%

Distribution of Assignment Grades:
Discussion Questions (12)			240 points
Participation (4 per 12 weeks)		120 points
Group Paper (1)				100 points
Group PowerPoint (1)			100 points
Individual Paper	(1)			100 points
					660 points

Course Requirements:

1.	In order to maintain a health and effective learning environment, students are expected to show respect 
	for fellow students and the instructor and to utilize online rules of etiquette.
2.	Students are expected to access the Edvance 360 online course forum and the LCN email forum a 
	minimum of two days per week to keep apprised of class announcements and to ensure adequate 
	participation credit. 

3. 	Students are expected to keep the instructor notified of any barriers which may impact successful 
	completion of assignments or the course in general. Likewise, the instructor will notify students in a 
	timely manner of any changes in the syllabus, assignments or course calendar.

4.	Students are expected to have completed all assigned readings and written assignments by the due date. 
	Ten percent (10%) will be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless 
	prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than 
	one (1) day after the due date may not be accepted per the discretion of the instructor and may result 	in a score of zero (0) for that assignment.

5.	All written assignments will conform to APA formatting guidelines as outlined in the Publication Manual of 
	the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) and will be written in the objective voice, unless 
	specified otherwise.

6.	All assignments, except for the two group assignments, are to be completed individually. Any suspicion of 
	plagiarism will be addressed accordingly.

ATI Requirements:	None

Course Policies

Participation:

Each student is required to post an initial response to the discussion question posted in your group’s discussion forum. In order to receive full points for participation the student must submit AT LEAST TWO substantive posts (75 words minimum) AT LEAST TWO days during a class week in the group’s Discussion forum, not including the discussion question response. This means providing a total of four (4) responses per week. For example, responding to Linda and Marjorie on Wednesday and Paul and Roger on Thursday.

Simply posting “I agree with Sharon” is not acceptable and will result in zero points being awarded.  New ideas introduced with clear evidence of critical thinking (i.e., apply current knowledge, analyze comments, synthesize discussion points, and evaluate ideas).  Participation in the discussion forum assigned does not guarantee full points. 

Discussion Question:

Lakeview College of Nursing expects and values professionalism and accountability, thus students are responsible for being present and on time in class. In the online classroom, this means posting to demonstrate you are present in the course. To earn points on the discussion questions, you must answer the multi-part question that will be posted each week in a comprehensive manner. Each answer should be a minimum of 150 words in length. APA is required for these assignments, therefore, answers to discussion questions must include evidence-based information that is referenced and cited in the body of your work. You must list your reference(s) at the end of your work. Please contact the instructor if you have questions about the participation policy for this course.

Group Assignments:

This course has two assignments which will be completed within assigned groups. The expectation is that all of the group’s work will be completed via online meetings between group members. The grade for each assignment will be assigned to all members of the group unless a disparity in member participation or contribution is noted by the group and brought to the attention of the instructor using peer evaluations. Group member assignments will be assigned by the course instructors.

Submitting Assignments:

All assignments must be submitted to the appropriate Edvance 360 dropbox on or before the due dates. With regards to the group projects, submit your peer evaluations to the instructor via the assigned dropbox, and one individual from the group will send the final assignment to the appropriate dropbox. All assignment dropboxes are located within your course group forum. If you are having technical difficulties with Edvance 360 at the time you are submitting an assignment, send your submission to the instructor’s email account. Remember to take into account regional time zones if you are out-of-state when submitting an assignment.
Prior to submitting your assignments to the dropbox, you will need to submit each assignment to turnitin.com. Instructions for submitting papers to this website can be found in the Edvance 360 course folder “Resources.”

Course Calendar: The class week begins on Monday and ends on Sunday. In addition to the course calendar on the following page, a course calendar will be located in this course’s Edvance 360 online classroom under “Resources”. 




	Week
	Date
	Topics
	Reading Assignments 

	1.

	8/20
	Introduction to Research; Components of Research Reports
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 1 & 2
Due 8/22 @ Midnight
Due 8/26 @ Midnight

	2.
	8/27
	Locating Scholarly and Peer-Reviewed Sources of Knowledge
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Review Chapters 1 & 2
Due 8/29 @ Midnight
Due 9/2 @ Midnight

	3.
	9/3
	Qualitative Research Analysis-Results,  Discussions, Limitations, and Conclusions
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 3 & 4 (pp. 66-71, 79-82)

Due 9/5 @ Midnight
Due 9/9 @ Midnight

	4. 

	9/10
	Qualitative Research Analysis-Sampling and Ethics in Research
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 6 & 7

Due  9/12@ Midnight
Due 9/16 @ Midnight

	5. 

	9/17
	Qualitative Research Analysis-Variables, Data Collection Methods, Reliability, Validity, and Design
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 8 (pp. 146-155, 167-171) & 9 (pp. 174-186, 192-198)
Due 9/19 @ Midnight
Due 9/23 @ Midnight

	6. 

	9/24
	Qualitative Research Analysis-Research Problem,  Research Questions, Literature Review,  and Framework
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 10

Due 9/26 @ Midnight
Due 9/30 @ Midnight

	7. 

	10/1
	Quantitative Research Analysis-Results,  Discussions, Limitations, and Conclusions
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
Group Qualitative Research Critique Paper
	Chapter 3, 4 (pp. 72-82), & 5

Due 10/3 @ Midnight
Due 10/7 @ Midnight
Due 10/7 by Midnight

	8.

	10/8
	Quantitative Research Analysis-Sampling and Ethics in Research
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 6 & 7

Due 10/10 @ Midnight
Due 10/14 @ Midnight

	9.
	10/15
	Quantitative Research Analysis-Variables, Data Collection Methods, Reliability, Validity, and Design
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 8 (pp. 155-171) & 9 (pp. 186-198)
Due 10/17 @ Midnight
Due 10/21 @ Midnight

	10.

	10/22
	Quantitative Research Analysis-Research Problem, Research Questions/Hypotheses, Literature Review, and Framework
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
	Chapter 10

Due 10/24 @ Midnight
Due 10/28 @ Midnight

	11.

	10/29
	Putting it all Together
Discussion question
Participation: 2 posts on two separate days
Group Quantitative Research PowerPoint 
	Chapter 11
Due 10/31 @ Midnight
Due 11/4 @ Midnight
Due 11/4 by Midnight

	12.
	11/5
	Summary of what you learned
Discussion question
Participation: only 2 posts total required this week
Evidence-based Practice Protocol Critique
	
Due 11/7 @ Midnight
Due 11/11 @ Midnight
Due 11/11 by Midnight


Syllabus Disclaimer
“The College reserves the right to change the course syllabi as circumstances may dictate from time to time.”
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