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Description of assignment: Reflect on nursing practice issues that impact patient care. Select one practice issue you find most interesting and pertinent to nursing practice. Find one (1) evidence-based practice (EBP) protocol that addresses your nursing practice issue. Find at least three (3) current (less than 5 years since publication date) scholarly research articles regarding your nursing practice issue. Analyze, in depth, your EBP protocol and the recommendations made by the research articles related to your topic. Write a 3-5 page APA formatted paper describing your evidence-based practice protocol, how the protocol impacts nurses and patients (why is it important), and if the research supports the evidence-based practice protocol (EBP) or supports changing the protocol. Use the following steps to guide writing the paper.

Step 1: Locate an evidence-based practice protocol from the National Guideline Clearinghouse (www.guideline.gov) or a professional organization website (such as American Nurses Association; use www.nurse.org/orgs.shtml to see a detailed list of professional nursing organizations with links to websites). Most organizations will have a tab linking you to practice standards or protocols (the terms are used interchangeably) that are free.

Step 2: Find three (3) research articles about the topic contained within the EBP protocol. For example, if the protocol is about falls, then find three articles discussing research of fall prevention methods. Only one (1) article can be an integrated review, systematic review, or meta-analysis of the literature. The other two (2) articles MUST be research studies, either qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods.

Step 3: Summarize the evidence-based practice protocol. Please do not copy and paste the protocol. I would like a simple synopsis to understand the key points within the protocol. (No more than 1 page)

Step 4: Discuss why this protocol is important to nurses and patients. (For example, explain why we care about ventilator associated pneumonia and have a protocol about it.) (1-2 paragraphs or so)

Step 5: Summarize each of the articles you are using that addresses the protocol topic. I do not want a detailed analysis of the article, but key components of the article should be covered (research problem/purpose, design, sampling, data collection methods, results/findings, limitations). (1-2 paragraphs or so for each article)

Step 6: Analysis-determine if the research articles support or conflict with the evidence-based practice protocol. This is where you really think about what the research says nursing practice should be. Compare what the articles say to what the EBP protocol says. If they match, then say the research supports the protocol, and the EBP protocol should continue to be the standard for nursing practice. If the articles suggest alternative practice standards, then share what changes you think should be made to the protocol. Do you think the protocol should be changed or remain the same? Explain why. Do you think the protocol accurately reflects the best practice standards promoting positive patient outcomes as evidenced by the research? (Another 1-2 paragraphs)

Grading Rubric

	Content

	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Introduction
	5
	

	Thorough description of the evidence-based practice protocol
	20
	

	Impact of protocol on nurses and the profession
	10
	

	Impact of protocol on patients 
	10
	

	Brief but thorough description of research articles
	20
	

	Analysis of legitimacy of the protocol based on research studies (keep protocol the same or make changes)
	20
	

	Conclusion
	5
	

	Format
	
	

	Style/format: Correct APA formatting including use of running head, headings, spacing, margins, and third person; grammar and spelling are correct; etc. 
	5
	

	Minimum of 3 current scholarly research article support the content
	5
	

	Total
	100
	



