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Nursing is a Profession
          Professionalism is a term that has been defined by many scholars. The factors used to define this term may vary depending on the scholar. There were three factors that were consistent among all the scholars’ definitions. Those factors were service, knowledge and autonomy Black and Chitty (2011). Service is related to a calling one has for the occupation they have chosen. Knowledge refers to the amount of education one receives that pertains especially to that occupation. The last common factor was autonomy; this is defined by an individual’s ability to understand the patients’ right to self-govern their health care decisions. Autonomy also refers to the professional code of ethics the employee must abide by.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Abraham Flexner (1910) published a paper about social work that listed six criteria’s for professionalism. He believed that professionalism was based on intellect as well as one’s ability to handle a large amount of responsibility. Flexner stated that professionalism was based on a knowledge that had to be “refreshed, refined and researched”. He concluded that professionalism was theoretical, and taught through a specialized professional education Black and Chitty(2011 p.60).  Richard Hall designed his study of professionalism by creating a criterion to judge ones attitude towards professionalism. He based his findings on an individual who used professional organization as a primary point of reference and if the individual valued public service and self-regulation (p61). 
     Both scholars used different aspects in determining professionalism but there were similarities throughout their research. Nursing is a profession based on the criteria set forth by Flexner and Hall. Nurses have to be extremely intelligent as well as capable of handling a lot of responsibilities. As a nurse they work under the guidance of a doctor but as many are aware the doctor is not always present in a hospital setting. This requires the nurse to use critical thinking and proper judgment with diagnosing the patient’s symptoms. Hall stated that being a professional requires an individual to value public service; nursing is a public service that everyone may not be able to handle. A nurse may be referred to as having a gift or a calling for caring for others. The field of nursing requires an extensive training program to insure that the nurse is knowledgeable and confident in her skills (p.55).
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