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Mollie Mae’s Legacy
My name is Mollie Mae Jones and I was born on February 16, 1938 to Lucy Shanklin and James Little in Aliceville, Alabama. I had one older sister Shirley Ann Spratt, one older brother Johnnie Shanklin and one younger adoptive sister, Robin Marie Hudson. I also had eight stepsisters, whom I didn’t know much about, on my father’s side. My favorite color is blue and my favorite food is chicken. When I was five years old, my mother remarried a man named James Little and moved to the city of East St. Louis, Illinois. I don’t really have any favorite things from when I was a child. I was given the nickname Monk, by my Aunt Molly, whom I was named after. Some special memories I have from my mother were her teaching me how to cooks greens and sew. My father would always give my sisters and me money to go buy goodies. I didn’t know my grandparents because they died a little while after my mother was born. Some important things I learned from them were how to cook and be self-sufficient and earn my own money. Some of the best gifts I received from them were a doll and a new coat!
I attended John Robinson from 1st -5th grades, Hughes Quinn Junior High School for 6th -9th grade where I took a liking to sewing and cooking classes. By the time I made it to high school I had eight children and had to attend night classes to get my diploma. My closest friends were Margaret, Idella, Lilly, Shirley and Willa.  I still keep in touch with Margaret, Lilly and Idella today, even through ups and downs in our lives. 
In high school, I really didn’t have a favorite subject, but I loved to watch the boys play basketball. While in school, I also participated in the Girl’s Pokeno clubs, played bingo, and went to wrestling matches. I remember winning an award for working with seniors in the Senior Companion Program. I remember the first movie I saw starred Jamie Leigh and Tommy Curtis. My favorite artists were Chubby Checker, BB King, Tony Davis and Smokey Robinson. Some of my favorite books were Harlem Romance novels. Some major clothing fads were bell-bottoms, mini-skirts and afros. My transportation has really changed over the years! At we had to walk everywhere, then public buses came about and then when we were finally able to afford cars, that’s how we started getting around. My first car was a 1960 Malibu, and I worked hard for that car.
The people that influenced me most in my life were my Aunt Rozzie and my Aunt Molly, who I am named after. They always told me to work hard for everything I wanted. I remember my first date with my late ex-husband, Mr. Levester Jones, was in 1953. I was 16 and he was 24 and as handsome as ever! We were married the next year on October 9, 1954. We discussed marriage for 1 ½ years before we were married and were engaged six months. I mainly wanted to get married to get away from a dysfunctional home with my parents. We had eight children together: Charles, Rhonda, Ronnie, Antoinette, Sherrie, Lucy, and a set of twins named Donna and Dewayne. I also have two other children, Walter and Audrey from relationships after my husband and I separated. I don’t have any favorites; I love all my children and grandchildren the same. My first three children were born at home and the rest at hospitals. I remember enjoying the time with family and friends at our ceremony. We couldn’t afford a honeymoon, so we didn’t go on one. My husband was a fun, loving man, even though he liked to drink. He was abusive at times and there weren’t any women’s shelters at that time. I remember the early years of our marriage were spent enjoying each other’s company and being pregnant. We eventually divorced due to alcoholism and abuse, so the children were mainly raised by me. They were all gone by the ages of 19 and 20. 
Some part time jobs I held were at the Onion Factory where I earned $4.20/hour, as a Nurse’s Assistant where I earned $6.00/hour and as a housekeeper where I earned $2.50 plus gas expenses which was then raised to $4.50. My first full time job was as a Nurse’s Assistant at Belleville Memorial Hospital, in Illinois, where I mostly took care of patients. I went to State Community College and SIU Edwardsville, where I majored in Elementary Education.  I didn’t get to finish my education due to the divorce and raising the children by myself. My main occupation was a CNA and cashier at St. Mary’s Hospital. I am most proud of being able to work and take care of my family. 
Some medical problems that run in the family are diabetes, heart problems and high blood pressure. I think the soundest investment one can make is buying a home for your children to grow up in. I bought my first home for $12,000, which was pretty expensive back in my day. I hope to pass on the Christmas spirit and holiday traditions to my children and grandchildren. The most technological advances that changed my life are the invention of cable TV because no there is more to watch. One of my happiest experiences in life was winning at bingo! One of the saddest experiences was losing loved ones. When I look back, I wish I had never married and as I look ahead, I want to enjoy the rest of my life to the fullest and get plenty of well deserved rest and relaxation. I hope that the future holds good health and happiness. I have learned to love God and myself the most. I am glad that you asked me these questions; you’ve made me think about some things that I haven’t thought of in a long time. I’m glad that you chose me and wanted to write about my life. I look forward to reading it.





