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Informatics Definitions

HTML: A markup language used to structure text and multimedia documents and to set up hypertext links between documents, used extensively on the World Wide Web

Hard Drive: Permanent data storage area that holds the data, information, documents, and programs saved on the computer, even when the computer is shut off; the actual physical body of the computer and its components

Boot: The process of starting or restarting a computer

Default: A particular setting or value for a variable that is assigned automatically by an operating system and remains in effect unless canceled or overridden by the operator

Toggle: To alternate between two or more electronic, mechanical, or computer-related options, usually by the operation of a single switch or keystroke

Byte: Unit of memory equal to eight bits or eight informational storage units and represents one keystroke; a chunk of memory that consists of eight bits, and is considered to be the best way to
indicate computer memory or storage capacity

Bit: Unit of measurement that holds one binary digit, 0 or 1; the smallest possible chunk of data memory used in computer processing, exhibited as either 1 or 0, making up the binary system of the computer

CPU: (central processing unit); the part of a computer (a microprocessor chip) that does most of the data processing

Memory: Data stored in digital format; generally refers to random access memory (RAM)

Cache: Smaller and faster memory storage used by the CPU to store copies of frequently used data in main memory

Input Devices: Hardware and software used to enter data and information into a computer

Output Devices: Hardware and software used to take data and information out of a computer

Bandwidth: a data transmission rate; the maximum amount of information (bits/second) that can be transmitted along a channel

Broadband: a transmission technique using a wide range of frequencies that enables messages to be sent simultaneously, used in fast Internet connections

Software: Anything that can be stored electronically; it i
s divided into two types- system (software that includes the operating system and other software necessary for the computer to function) and application (software that allows users to complete specific tasks such as word processors, spreadsheet software, presentation software, database managers, and media players)

Operating System: Most important software on any computer; is the very first program to load on computer start-up and is fundamental for the operation of all other software as well as the computer's hardware
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