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Janet Marie LaFaive was born on April 14, 1937 in Detroit, Michigan to Alyce and Norman Mettie. She has one younger brother, Gary Mettie. Janet and Gary were very close during their childhood and have remained so. Janet’s father was a lawyer and her mother stayed at home to raise them. She had a happy and healthy childhood. Janet did not play any sports, which she said was not uncommon during that era. She loved math class, or arithmetic as she called it. During the summers, the Mettie family would spend most of their time on the South Channel of Harsen’s Island in Michigan. While she was there, her grandparents made her take swimming lessons. Janet became an excellent swimmer and one summer she saved a little boys life when he was getting sucked in by the undertow of a freighter boat. She was in the paper for it and everything!

 Janet excelled in school but knew that she did not want to go to college, although her parents did offer her the opportunity. Janet had many girl friends, a few of which she still keeps in contact with, and did not date anybody exclusively in high school. Her father was very strict and kept Janet and Gary in line. She graduated high school and tried to become a model for a while. Janet loves fashion, and still dresses impeccably to this day.

Janet met Richard LaFaive when she was eighteen and they fell in love very quickly. Richard was playing baseball in the minor leagues, so he traveled a lot. They married when Janet was nineteen and their first baby girl, Michele, arrived ten months later! Michele was an only child for two years until Jill came along. At this point, Richard decided that he needed to quit pursuing his dreams of joining the Major Leagues and stop making his family travel with him. The LaFaive family settled down in Detroit where Richard went to night school at the University of Detroit Mercy and Janet stayed home with the girls. Not long after, in 1957 their third girl, Kyle was born. Richard’s hopes of having a son to play baseball with were diminishing, but their family was still not done growing yet. A fourth girl, Lynn, was born in 1963. Unfortunately, Janet suffered a miscarriage shortly after having Kyle and another after having Lynn.

 Just when they thought they were done having children, Janet became pregnant for a seventh time. Bradley was born in 1968, completing their family of seven. Richard was juggling his career, night school, his family, and his marriage. Janet was busy raising the children and maintaining the home. There was a lot of strain on their marriage and both of them began to drink more than they should have been. When Janet was forty-one, her and Richard divorced. Michele and Jill were already moved out and living on their own, and Kyle was almost there as well. Lynn and Brad lived with Richard. Janet knows how much her marital problems affected her children and wishes she could take back any wrongdoings. 


During this period of her life Janet relied on alcohol and for several years she was not the mother she had once been and longed to be. After a while, she sought help and began Alcoholics Anonymous. Janet managed to put her life in order and reestablish relationships with her children, family and friends. Janet and Richard reconciled and married again in 1983. Everything was going great and Janet was glad to be back to her normal life. 


Janet’s first grandchild, Brent, was born in 1982. Janet has said that these next two decades were her favorite. She loved being able to watch her children start families of their own. Janet has eleven grandchildren, nine boys and two girls. Her and Richard really loved having so many boys around, since they had four girls. Janet and Richard had always loved being on the water and thoroughly enjoyed boating. It was during this time that they bought a house-boat. They docked this boat at a marina by their home and during the summer the two of them would stay on the boat as long as the weather permitted. The marina had a clubhouse with a pool and other amenities and her grandchildren often came to swim and go on boat rides. This brought the two of them incredible amounts of joy and laughter. When it came to being a grandma, Janet was wonderful. 


Janet and Richard also traveled a lot and loved going on cruises. They visited the Bahamas, Jamaica, Mexico, Hawaii and California frequently. Richard loved watching his grandsons and daughters play sports, so the two of them hardly missed a game when they were in town! They were also very actively involved with their church, St. Keiren’s, a local Catholic ministry. They were really enjoying growing old together and watching their ever-expanding family. The two also took ballroom dancing lessons and loved to go to movies. Janet’s favorite movie is the original Parent Trap. Janet would take her two granddaughters Christmas shopping every year and then they would spend the night and watch The Parent Trap. It was one of the few traditions that Janet started. 

The two breezed through their sixties, but they both still smoked heavily and their health began to decline drastically in the last five years. Richard had to sell the boat, which was very difficult for him. They were not able to go to all of their grandchildren’s many sporting events and Janet even missed her grandson’s wedding because she was so ill. Richard was diagnosed with bladder cancer and fought for several months, but unfortunately he passed away in February 2011. Janet has been having a very difficult time with his loss, but her children all visit her often and partake in her care. Janet had to be moved into an assisted living facility. Her children held an estate sale and sold their home. 

Janet has battled depression her entire life and she began to slip into a very low place during this time. She has not made a full recovery and still can not believe that all of her personal possessions have been sold and that she will never live in her home again. Janet has COPD and arthritis, but is still able to perform most ADL’s. Janet looks forward to visits from her children and grandchildren and is doing her best to adjust to her new life. She is a very positive woman who loves to talk! Janet has such a spirit about her and really knows how to light up a room. I admire her ability to stay positive despite the major changes she has been faced with as of late. Janet thanks God every day for the many blessings he has bestowed upon her and says that faith, hope and love are the greatest gifts we can offer one another. 

