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Title of Paper??
	In today's society, medical technology is rapidly increasing providing better outcomes and treatments options to patients who before had none. With these changes, there are many ethical issues and debates about using nontraditional forms of therapy. Some accuse scientist of playing god and others  are impressed with how far science has come. The purpose of this paper focuses on the ethical issue, stem cell research, it will define stem cell research and provide a brief history, discuss why stem cell research is an  ethical issue, and discuss the impact stem cell research has on nursing.  

	The National Institutes for Health define a stem cell as “ a cell from an embryo, fetus, or adult that has, under certain conditions, the ability to reproduce itself for long periods or, in the case of adult stem cells, throughout the life of the organism.” (Dolgin, 2004, page #).  According to Jung, there are 3 main purposes for  stem  cell research to, “understand the mechanism of cell differentiation and repair through human stem cell research and developmental mechanism of the human being (citation needed).” “Scientists think that we can test the efficacy and safety of drugs or other medical treatments on cells which are derived from stem cells.” (Citation needed) “The most significant and promising purpose of stem cell research is to cure diseases. If we can use stem cells for treating diseases, stem cell therapy is one of the ideal means to cure almost all human diseases known to man.” (Citation needed)
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	[In 1998, researchers established the first human embryonic stem cell line. Their scientific triumph triggered an ethics and policy argument that persists today. Bioethicists, religious leaders, government officials, patient advocates, and scientists continue to debate whether this research poses a promise, a threat, or a mixed ethical picture for society. Scientists are understandably excited about the knowledge that could come from studying human
embryonic stem cells. Most of them believe these cells offer a precious opportunity to learn more about why diseases develop and how they might be prevented or attacked. In their quest to gain support for stem cell research, scientists and others have claimed that the research could generate cures and treatment for everything from heart disease to cancer.] (Dresser, 2010)

	[Although most people are now familiar with claims about the diverse medical benefits stem cell research might deliver, they are less familiar with the diverse ethical issues relevant to the research. Most of the ethics debate focuses on the morality of destroying human embryos for the benefit of others. This is an important issue, but stem cell research raises other important ethical issues ,issues that have received relatively little attention in the public arena. After more than a decade of narrowly focused analysis, it is time to expand the discussion.] (Dresser, 2010)

	Stem cell research had slowed down in the United States, due to government funding and ethical issue associated with the research. Sciences have tried to education the public on why they feel that this research is necessary. There are organizations  like, National Institute for Health Stem cell information center, (www. stemcells.nih.gov) and the Advancing Science Serving Society, (www.aaas.org); who provides the public with useful information on stem cell
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research and the current issues stem cell research is facing in congress.

	Stem Cell Research in nursing is yet another ethical dilemma nurses must face. On one hand, stem cell research can provide nurses with the opportunity to participate in live saving treatments. On the other hand,  nurses are also human and operate by personal ethical values. Not all health care providers agree with stem cell research. The main point to remember is that nurses should always work by the code of ethics for nurses, which means, “ the nurse practices with compassion and respect for the inherent dignity, worth and uniqueness of every individual, unrestricted by considerations of social or economic status, personal attributes or the nature of health problems.” (Chitty & Black, 2011, page #)

	There are six principles that serve as guidelines for nurse. The first is autonomy, which states “that individuals have the right to determine their own actions and the freedom to make their own decisions. Respect for the individual is the cornerstone of this principle. “ (Chitty & Black, 2011) The second is beneficence, “the doing of good, and is listed as the critical ethical principle.” (Chitty & Black, 2011) With beneficence the main goal is to understand that what healthcare providers feel is good for the patient, may not be want the patient wants to happen and  follow the patients wishes, as long as the patient is in the right state of mind and is in not immediate harm. The next principle is non maleficence, “the duty to do no harm” (Chitty & Black, 2011) with non maleficence, the nurses primary goal is to keep the patient safe and prevent harm. This term is not part of the assignment. The next principle in Justice, “ states that equals should be treated the same and
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that unequals should be treated differently. In other words, patients with the same diagnosis and health care needs should receive the same care.” (Chitty & Black, 2011, page #)  The next is fidelity, which “refers to faithfulness or honoring one's commitments or promises” (Chitty & Black, 2011, page #) The last principle is veracity, “as telling the truth, or not lying.” (Chitty & Black, 2011, page #) The goals for these principles is to help the nurse stay away from personal values and beliefs and focus on the needs of the patient. If nurses follow these principles ethical dilemmas such as stem cell research, will not easier to deal with.

Conclusion?
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