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Personally, I believe that the minimum requirement should be a bachelor’s degree. This ensures that our nurses are more qualified and educated, resulting in less problems within the work force due to lack of knowledge and qualifications. When a nurse is not qualified because they lack a bachelor’s degree but they are asked to complete a task they have not been trained to perform, there is a chance that they will proceed in completing the task, which may cause problems in the manner that the task is performed. Something else to consider in this topic is that nurses deal with peoples’ lives. As a patient, when I trust a nurse with my life, I would hope for the best qualified nurse and the best educated nurse to take care of me. This is not to say that a nurse who does not have a bachelor’s degree is not intelligent or not good at what they do, but for the sake of all patients, it is better to have nurses who have a greater amount of education. 
According to Chitty and Black’s Professional Nursing, the percentages of nurses who have higher education are growing in comparison to years past. Having a bachelor’s degree is becoming more valuable in today’s society. Along with the changes in percentages, there has been a great change in salary. The higher a nurse’s education, the more they will be paid. There are many different branches within the nursing realm and of these varieties there are different levels of education required and there are different levels of salary that go along with each branch. For example, certified registered nurse anesthetists require a BSN followed by “two to three years of specialized education in a master’s program beyond the required bachelor’s degree.” With that regard, the average CRNA’s salary is $152,819 (Chitty & Black, 2011).
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