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The Meaning of Informatics
Informatics is the use of advanced informational technology that can be utilized in various fields of work. It is defined as the incorporation of informatics science, nursing science and computer science (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012). When I think of informatics in the medical field, electronic medical records (EMR’s), advanced diagnostic tools, and radiology technology come into mind. Based on my previous knowledge, I know that informatics deals with retrieval and management of patient information in ways that otherwise would be more time consuming and less efficient.	Comment by Mary: Use & with cite in brackets and  and if no brackets
In my previous research, I have seen information technology used in businesses, for educational purposes and in the medical field. I work at an Assisted Living facility and the program used for charting and retrieving information about the 100 residents residing there is so resourceful and organized. Knowing that informatics is a growing concentration in the nursing field augments my curiosity to learn more about what it is and how nurses can contribute valuable input on improving the technology of organizing medical data. Looking back at the early 90’s, (where phones were the sizes of mugs and functioned mainly for phone calls) to today, where slick smart phones reproduce a exceedingly interactive environment astonishes me to see how far we have grown and continue to progress. 	Comment by Mary: My first cell phone was a bag phone and was as large as a loaf of bread
Speaking of an interactive environment, I believe that the use of virtual simulations in student labs play a vital role in educating future medical health professionals. With advanced technology usage in the classroom, students are better able to practice skills and assessments. For example the METI man in skills lab is very life like that practicing scenarios allows for critical thinking to be used and to improve. I believe that incorporating informational technology in classrooms will assist in preparing students for the real world since hospitals are growing in technological advances and finding new ways to improve systems. 
The reason why I chose to take Nursing Informatics as an elective was because of my interest in the growing field. There are so many different aspects in nursing, and finding a career that provides for a fulfilling outcome is important to me. The idea of helping nurses be more proficient at their jobs is motivating. Informatics provides for this by permitting resources to be more readily accessible for evaluating and managing which allow for smarter decisions to be made for patients. A lot of times society does not give enough acknowledgment to those who are behind the scenes creating the advancing technology, allowing health professionals to do what they do best. I know that one way of giving credit is to first understand the field, and that is what drew me in. 
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