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Sherry Jones was born as Sherry Mitchel on February 3, 1941in Chicago Illinois to Benni and William James. She is one of 11 children. She has 7 brothers and 3 sisters. She laughed as she couldn’t remember how many of brothers and sisters were born ahead of her but that she was somewhere in the middle. Her first home was in the southern suburbs  of Chicago in Harvey Illinois. In a small 3 bedroom house, her and her siblings slept 3 to a bed but there were 6 to one room. I asked her what happened in the morning when it was time to use the washroom. She says, “Well, we would all go one at a time”. She then laughed at me. Her mom was the one who “kept everything running”. Growing up poor, as she states it, they didn’t have a lot of materialistic things but her father would come home with Snicker bars every now and then. If you had been really good, you got your own and the others shared. When she was in school kindergarten through the 12th grade was all in one building. She spoke about how certain grade levels were taught in the same classroom. Math was her worst subject. She talked about how she didn’t like it because she just couldn’t “catch on” no matter how hard she tried. So this was the time when she would take a restroom break. Who can blame her. She met her best friend Helen at that school when she was in the 6th grade. They became friends after having to work together on projects. Later she said they had a crush on the same boy. Not able to remember his name but said she could never forget his pretty brown eyes. 


When she graduated from school she married her childhood sweetheart Charles Jones. Full of character she says how she made it hard or Charles to close to her at first. Knowing he was interested in her, she started off ignoring him then had him carrying her books. She started laughing and I asked why she said, “Because I look good and he knew 
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it”. Sherry states, “Marrying Charles was something I didn’t have to think twice about. I loved him and he loved me”. They were married the summer of 1958. It was a small ceremony in a Baptist church she and her family had been attending over the years. The party was in the backyard of her parents home. The best part about their ceremony was looking at the smile on his face as they were agreeing to share their lives together. She was 17 and he was 19 when they got married. They had been married for 52 years before his death in 2010. I asked her how were able to make it last so long? She replied, “When you really love somebody it just works. Sometimes it was hard but we worked through it”. Charles was her best friend. They had 3 children together two boys and one girl. She says, “I miss him”. Charles Jr., Alice, and Dean are her children’s names. Dean, she says, gave her the most difficult time but was still a good kid.  


Charles worked in a steel mill while she was a stay at home mom. She use to tease her husband saying that her job was harder and that they should trade for a day. Her favorite song was “These last two dollars”. I asked why and she said that she had seen many days where it was their last two dollars but wouldn’t change thing. When they were first married Charles had just started his job at the steel mill and they were living in a one bedroom two flat house. A two flat is a duplex. She said they had a lot of trouble that first year of marriage. There was a lot of arguing. She said it was because it was all new and they were learning how to live with one another. Her favorite memories in that house was having their friends over and cooking out. While she never played, she could watch her husband play cards all night. She says he could no stand losing but wasn’t a sore loser if he had lost. She said she would kiss his cheek and tell him, “get’em next time”. 
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After three years of marriage, she and Charles were pregnant with their first child Charles Jr. She says Jr. seemed like he couldn’t wait to get here. She and Charles were eating dinner and when she stood up and her water broke. She says she was grateful he was home at the time because there was only one car between the two of them. She laughed says Charles was going “crazy”. Running around all over the house. She stated, “You would have thought he was on fire the way he was running”. He rushed them to Ingles Hospital and Charles Jr. was just about falling out, she says. She says she was given a cleanser to clean her out and medication to calm down. Before she knew it her first child was born. They were elate. I asked her if she had any tips on how I could have a successful marriage, whenever that happens? She replied, “You have waited this long, just don’t settle”. I laughed and said, “ok”.  

