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Marilyn J Ray

Every person is unique, and so are the circumstances of their life. Every person has their own story and no two are the same. By learning another legacy’s valuable insight and history can be gained.  Marilyn J Ray is a sister, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend. She is a strong woman worthy of recognition. This is Marilyn J Ray’s legacy. 

Marilyn J Ray was born on November 7th, 1939 in Elvaston, Illinois to Nellie and Russell Bergschneider. Her parents were both from central Illinois.  She was their 4th child out of 6. Her older sisters Pat and Shirley, and older brother Junior were all at least 10 years older than her. Her younger siblings Bob, and Margo were born within 3 years of Marilyn so they were very close. Marilyn’s childhood home was in the Longview housing complex in Decatur, Illinois. She loved playing outside, and her best friend through childhood was her younger Brother Bob. Her favorite childhood books were Nancy Drew, and playmate magazine. Marilyn remembers her first family trip was to Meramec Cavernans when she was 12 years old. She went with her parents and her siblings Bob, Margo and Shirley. She recalls that it was very cold in there.  One of the biggest trips she ever took was when she was 14. She took a train to Colorado with a lifetime friend of her mothers, to stay with her for the summer.

Her grandparents on her mother’s side were Nora Gerdy Long and Paul Nelson Long. On her father’s side her grandparents were Cora Hamilton Bergschneider and  Henry Bergschneider. Both of Marilyn’s grandfathers were decreased before she was born. On her mother’s side she can remember having Christmas at her grandma Gerdy’s house. However her grandmother passed away when she was 12. On her father’s side she used to have family reunions in Taylorville once a year and she remember seeing her grandma Cora there. Marilyn’s mother worked as a telephone operator before she had children. Her favorite memory of her mother was when she was around 4 years old; she fell down the steps at their home in Longview and began to cry. Her mother had a rocking chair, so her mother rocked her in the chair. She wouldn’t let her mother put her down.  Her father was worked at Staley’s, and was a meat marketer. Her father worked a lot. She remembers most about her father is that he never left the house without kissing her mom. Marilyn and her siblings would all wave to him as he left to go to work. The most important thing that she learned from her parents was responsibility, and commitment. Her father worked very hard and her parents loved each other very much. 

Marilyn attended St. Patrick’s elementary school. What she remembers most about St. Patrick’s Elementary School was all the church they had to attend. She recalls that they were always at communions, confessions, and catechism classes. She attended middle school at Centenial Junior High in Decatur. This is when she met Larry McGlade, her future husband, and went on her first date, without her parent’s permission. 
Marilyn attended Steven Decatur High School. She remembers most how she used to play hooky and sit in Larry’s car during school. She enjoyed going to the school’s basketball games and going with her brother Bob to the skating rink and the movies on the weekends. Her favorite movies were Gone with the Wind, On the Water Front, and anything with John Wayne. Marilyn was taught to drive by her future husband Larry McGlade around this time. She learned to drive in his 49 Ford which had a strait shift column. Marilyn’s main mode of transportation in high school and as a young adult was the city bus, and a taxi. Her favorite subjects in high school were English and History. She participated in Drama Club and Homemakers club. She remembers being the Queen in the play “The Perfect Gift”.  Marilyn’s favorite story about high school was when her and her friend stayed out way past curfew. When they got back to Marilyn’s house her mother, who was furious, was waiting at the door. Her friend went in the house first and her mom smacked her right on the top of the head mistaking her for Marilyn. 
Marilyn also recalls how rock and roll artists such as Elvis were a big fad during her teen and young adult life. Bobby Darren, Ricky Nelson, Chuck Barry, and Fats Dominos were also very popular music artists during this time. She recalls how most of the kids wore Levis, big shirts with rolled up sleeves, or poodle skirts with scarfs around their heads. Marilyn’s first part time job was working at Mrs. Hunts Babyfold. She worked with about 16 wards of the state all under age of 4. She did this is middle school and high school, and made 25 cents an hour. 
Marilyn met her first husband during middle school at Brookes Café which was a local teenage hangout. She was 15 and he was 20. They began talking about marriage shortly after meeting, and were engaged only over a year.  They were married in 1956 at the Justice of the Peace in Decatur Illinois.  She was attracted to him because her mother did not like him and because he was older than her and had a car. She and Larry McGlade had 5 children together named Bob, Tony, Micky, Cindy, and Steve. She had her first child at 16, she said it hurt very badly but that she was amazed at her new little miracle. Larry then joined the service when the Vietnam War began. Marilyn moved with her husband at the age of 20 to California so that he could be a part of his children’s life.  Sadly their marriage did not last and they divorced. She met her second husband Larry Bohon at Hotel Orlando where they both worked.  He was 40 and she was 27. They too were engaged over a year and were married in February 1965 in a chapel in Decatur. Together they had one son, Larry Bohon Jr. They too divorced and Larry Bohon died shortly thereafter. 
Marilyn’s first full time job was at the High Hat Girl in Decatur as a Curb Server. She was a waitress, but the customers were in a car so she would go to the car and take their order. The customers flashed their lights when they were ready for you to get their tray. She earned a dollar and hour plus tips when she worked there. Then when she had children she was a mother and housekeeper. She worked some waitressing jobs on the side to make ends meet. Marilyn says that there is a lot of work and expense involved in having a family but it’s worth it. When her children left home she had mixed emotions. It was a major adjustment. She missed them, but she was happy that they were starting their own life. 

Marilyn says that Vietnam and 9-11 had the greatest impact on her adult life, but the major turning point in Marilyn’s life was when she lost her parents. It was the saddest time of her life. It was the end of an era and life as she knew it. She feels as though she lost her anchors, and it took some adjusting.  When Marilyn looks back she wishes that she had more money and provided better for her family because that would have opened more doors for her and her children. However she says that her children are the best gift she ever received. She is most proud of raising her six children without killing them or herself. There are a lot of things that make Marilyn happy right now.  Her six children, 14 grandchildren, 18 great-grand children, and her cat “Baby” makes her very happy. She also enjoys playing computer games. 

Marilyn looks forward to going on more trips with her sisters and spending as much time as possible with her family. She hopes that her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren will continue to come to family dinners, and pass on traditions such as making Christmas candy. She wants us to always remember the “Reason for the season”. She hopes that all her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren find success and happiness during their lifetimes. 
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