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Rupert Jr. Leluga
Rupert Jr. Leluga was born on March 29, 1939 at St. James hospital in Chicago Heights, IL.  He is the son of Rupert Leluga and Deloris Derutigaliano.  Rupert Jr. has six siblings and he is the oldest of all six.  His siblings include Kathy, Joy, Shelly, Shelia, Dan, and Johnny.  Having six siblings was fun but at times overwhelming.  His only memories of his grandparents are his mothers parents.  He was very little when his dad's mother and father died and not much older when his mothers parents passed away.  All he really knew about them was that they were from Lithuania and the stories his parents told.  The first house he remembers living in with his family of nine was a two story house with only three bedrooms making it very crammed and stressful at times.  All four girls shared one bedroom as did the boys.  He remembers his house was painted a beautiful light blue and had the biggest backyard a child could imagine.  He remembered playing out in the yard with all of his siblings no matter what the weather conditions were.  He did not keep any of his childhood toys because his family was into donating to the less fortunate.  His most valuable possession from when he was a child is a family photograph that he states he will keep forever and pass it down the family when he passes away.  When Rupert was a little child he loved playing with bugs.  His brothers and sisters would pick on him and dare him to eat the bugs.  One day he ate a cricket, an ant, and a centipede and ever since then his siblings and family members have called him bug.  Rupert Jr. attended Brookwood Middle School in Glenwood, IL.  He will never forget his third grade teacher Mrs. Sanders.  He said she was a very nurturing individual who loved all of her students.  Rupert Jr. struggled in school but Mrs. Sanders was always willing to help him.  She would tutor him after school and help him with his spelling and math.  He said she made every class fun and played games with them that made them learn at the same time.  Rupert Jr. had three close friends named Oscar, Eugene, and Richard.  He met them in middle school and stayed best friends with them through high school and college.  He states he even calls them up occasionally to see how their lives are going.  His friends went away to college all over the country and has rarely seen them since.  All three of them are married and live in all different states.  He said they always talk about getting together sometime but with them getting older it is harder to travel the long hours.  Rupert's favorite subject in school was math.  Mrs. Sanders helped him view math as fun and challenging.  In high school Rupert was very athletic and played football, basketball, and ran track.  Rupert remembers going to quite a few championships but does not recall winning any of them.  He received a good grade award because his Junior and Senior year of high school he got all A's. Rupert Jr. was greatly influenced by his father.  He described his father as a hardworking, loving, caring, respectable man.  Rupert stated that his siblings think of Rupert as their father.  Rupert's father influenced him to be the man he is today and to follow in his footsteps when it came to a career. He will never forget how much love his father had for his mother.  His father showed him how to be respectful to women and love unconditionally.  Rupert had his first girlfriend at the age of 17 and her name was Ruth Kugler.  They attended the same high school and had part-time jobs right next door to each other.  On his first date with Ruth her took her to a local Italian restaurant and afterwards went walking around the town just talking.  Rupert worked at a grocery store called Glen's groceries and Ruth worked right next door at the newsstand.  Rupert would go in everyday to get a newspaper just to see Ruth.  He stated the neat thing about working at Glen's groceries was the owner was a close family friend and instead of paying Rupert he would allow Rupert to take food home to his family.  Rupert was the only one out of his best friends that did not attend college.  Instead Rupert did an apprenticeship which he described to be like college except it was based off of working to gain experience in the field.  The first girlfriend Rupert had ended up becoming his wife.  Rupert and Ruth married at age 21 and had been dating since age 17.  After two years of dating they started talking about marrying each other. Rupert was attracted to Ruth the moment he met her in high school.  He would go in everyday to her work place to buy a paper just to see her.  He said it was love at first sight.  He was attracted to Ruth because she was beautiful inside and out.  He said she had a smile that could light up the darkest room.  He was also attracted to her loving and caring personality.  Rupert married Ruth on November 3rd at St. John's Catholic church in Glenwood, IL.  He said it was a day he will never forget because he married his best friend.  The most memorable fact from his wedding day was when his heart started racing the moment he saw his soon to be wife in her beautiful white wedding gown walking down the aisle to marry him.  Rupert and Ruth were unable to go on a honeymoon due to the fact they both paid for their wedding and they did not have much money left.  The little money they did have left they put towards buying their first house.  Rupert's most favorite memory of his wife was when they took a vacation to Florida.  They went to lunch on the beach and after they had finished eating Ruth decided she wanted to feed the birds.  After throwing the first piece a flock of seagulls came flying towards her and she panicked.  Rupert could do nothing but laugh and chase after his wife.  He remembers her throwing the remaining food over her shoulder to try and get them to stop chasing her.  Rupert said he could not remember the last time he had laughed so hard.  The early years of their marriage was saving money so they could better their lives.  Rupert remembers how they were both horrible at cooking but no matter what they cooked dinner every night and sat down together and talked about their future plans.  Rupert and Ruth were very hard working individuals.  Ruth was a nurse and Rupert worked as a pipe-fitter.  After a few years of being a pipe-fitter he was promoted to a full-time welder.  Being promoted meant he would be able to bring in a bigger income for his wife and himself.  Every morning he was to report to the union hall to be told where he would be going to perform his duties.  Rupert chose this career because his father had been a pipe-fitter and a welder.  He wanted to follow in his father's footsteps because he looked up to him so much.  They finally had their first child, Keith.  He was 9lbs 6oz born on March 2nd.   Rupert stated he would never forget how nervous he was to hold his son for the first time.  He also remembers how they were still tight on money so Rupert and his neighbor decided to hand build Keith's crib.  He said it was a struggle but it turned out to be the best crib he could have imagined.  Rupert and Ruth had two more children.  The next child was a girl named Christine and their last child was a boy named Mark.  Rupert said parenting was difficult at times but he loved watching his children grow and become very intelligent young individuals.  All three of his children went onto college and his oldest became a lawyer, his daughter became a police officer, and his youngest became a welder like himself.  All of his children are married with children and Rupert has nine grandchildren.  Rupert will never forget how much love he had for his children and the amount of respect they showed him.  They would sit down every night and have a family dinner.  Rupert said they were very into family activities.  Rupert was very insistent on taking his family to church every Sunday and being a part of the church.  He instilled this belief onto his family as his mother and father did with his siblings and himself.  Rupert said he had a wonderful life and would not change it for the world.  He learned a lot of valuable lessons in life and he stated that he hopes he had a positive influence on his children.  His father taught him money is not everything and to cherish every moment he possibly can.  He has been fortunate not to lose any of his siblings but knows that day is soon to come.  When he lost his mother and father it was a very hard time for him and his family.  He stated that he would not dwell on the loss but celebrate their lives.  He stated they were wonderful people and parents and they have taught him a lot.  He states he still sees his children and grandchildren when they come visit his wife for the holidays and hopes to be reunited to live with his wife before he passes away.   
