
A legacy is a short history of a person’s life to be given to the family or friends to remember them by.
Select a elderly person whom you will have plenty of time to get to know.
Visit resident each week for information. Their family can contribute their memories of this person also. 
Where and when was the person born? How many siblings?
Get to know the person!!!! Write this in story form and use their name.

Possible Questions When Interviewing a Grandparent or Other Older Adult
1. Where were you born? At home in a rural area of Washburn, IL. 
2. What were your parent’s names? Audie Lee Stephenson & Katie Slaughter- They met at church in Doniphen, MO. 
3. Brothers/sister? Jim & Dale, sister died at birth
4. Where was the first home you remember? 
5. Do you still have any favorite things that you had as a child?
6. Did you have a nickname? How did you get it? Her dad called her “Wormy” b/c she wiggled all the time
7. Names, locations and memories you have of your elementary, jr. high, or high school? Graduated high school- Dealstat? school
8. Who were your closest friends? Hazel- high school (followed them to Indiana), Caroline
9. In high school, what were your favorite subjects?
10. What clubs, sports and activities did you participate in? Active in the church choir, did volunteer work helping the elderly people in church (cleaning house, etc).
11. Did you win any academic, social, or athletic awards or prizes?
12. What person has influenced you the most?
13. When was your first date and with whom?
14. Tell me about your part time jobs. Her parent’s farmed cotton, corn, wheat, soy beans- very active in helping them
15. How much money did you earn?
16. What was the first movie you saw?
17. What were your favorite books?
18. What were the most popular songs?
19. What were the major clothing fads?
20. Which childhood trip do you remember most vividly? Why?
21. Tell me about transportation over the years. Lived in a rural area, always had their own vehicle
22. Who taught you how to drive? What kind of car did you drive? Farm work truck- her mom didn’t drive, so her dad taught her.
23. Did you go to college? Where? What was your major? Didn’t go
24. What friends have you stayed in touch with since childhood?
25. What is the favorite story about any of your friends?
26. How did you meet your spouse? At a high school social function- picnic? He had just been released from the Navy
      How old were each of you? 17
      How long did you know each other before you discussed marriage? She was 18 when they were married (he was 22)
     What attracted you to each other?
      How long were you engaged?
27. When and where were you married? May 18, 1947- Bridges Methodist Church in Bertrand, MO
      What do you remember best about the ceremony?
      Did you go on a honeymoon? Where? No honeymoon- but moved into a brand new house that her parents built for them.
28. What is your favorite story about your spouse? Pop taught her to drive a horse and taught her to drive a stick shift.
29. Tell me about the early years of your married life.
30. Tell me about the birth of your first child. Sharon- 4/28/48
31. Is there one special early memory you have of my mother/father. She was very proud of her Native American hx, used to smoke cigars on the front porch with her dad when she was little. She was very proud of her mother’s cooking. Her parents were very proud that she married well with Pop- thought he was a really good guy and good provider.
32. Tell me about raising a family.
33. Tell me about when the children left home. Sharon left at 15?
34. What was your first full time job?
      What were your responsibilities?
      How much did you earn?
35. What has been your main occupation? How did you choose it? Helped with the running of the farm; housewife
36. What is the most extravagant thing you’ve ever done?
37. What do you think is the soundest investment one can make? Land- valuable!
38. What were your grandparents’ names?
      Where did they come from? Father’s family Native American- father lived on a reservation. Mother’s family lived in Doniphen, MO
      What memories do you have of them?
39. Are there any medical problems that seem to run in the family?
40. What are the most important things you have learned from your mother/father? Good morals- didn’t drink, honesty, hard work, how to manage money well (they started with nothing and ended with a good inheritance for their children)
41. What family traditions have we always followed? Often gathered the entire family for big meals. Her mother did a lot of canning- the women of the extended family worked together every fall.
42. Are there any favorite family stories that are told and retold?
43. What is the best gift you have ever received?
44. What holiday traditions do you hope I give to my own children?
45. What inventions or technological advances have most changed your life? How?
46. What national events have most affected your life? She was born on the day the stock market crashed. WW2 was a big event in her life- her older brother served (and Pop)
47. Tell me about your political interests.
48. Was there a major turning point in your life?
49. What are you most proud of doing? Farming- starting with very little as a newly married couple, now having a good piece of property to pass on.
50. What was your happiest experience?
51. What was your saddest experience?
52. When you look back, you wish you had …
53. As you look ahead, you plan to …
54. What do you hope the future holds for me?
55. Whom do you love? Family
56. What do you love?
57. What would you like to tell me that I haven’t asked?

-1954- Moved to Gary, IN for Pop to have a job working in a car factory. After 3 months, the factory went on strike and Pop got a job doing construction in Chicago. He helped build the Dan Ryan interstate in Chicago. Sharon and Charlotte were young, Nonny stayed at home and raised them. 


Your grade will be based on how well you covered your selected person’s life. No references. These are just suggested questions

Legacy Paper: Evelyn Marie Haines

Evelyn Marie Haines was born on October 29, 1929 to Audie Lee Stephenson and Katie Marie Stephenson (Slaughter). She was born at home in a rural area near Washburn, IL. Evelyn has an older brother Jim, a younger brother Dale, and a sister who died at birth. They were a farming family, and eventually settled in Southeast Missouri. Through the years they farmed cotton, corn, soy beans, and wheat. Starting at a young age, Evelyn was very active in helping with chores around the farm and helping her mother in the home. She has many fond memories of her mother’s prize cooking; particularly in the fall when she would can preserves, sweet corn, and a multitude of vegetables grown in her garden. The family raised several farm animals, particularly chickens and guineas. Evelyn’s mother taught her how to butcher their chickens and on special occasions make delicious fried chicken. From her father, Evelyn learned many things about hard work around the farm. Starting at an early age, she helped her father and brother chop cotton and beans. The family always had their own work truck, and Evelyn fondly recalls her father very patiently teaching her how to drive. As a child, her father nicknamed her “Wormy” because she was always squirmy around and had a hard time staying still. She recalls him being a very patient man. Most importantly, Evelyn learned from her parents the importance of good morals, honesty, hard work, and how to properly manage money.
Audie and Katie Stephenson first met at a church function in Doniphan, MO and were married in 1922. Evelyn has always been very proud of her father’s Native American heritage. He was full Cherokee Indian and grew up on a reservation in Norma, OK. His mother was originally from the Doniphan, MO area and this brought him back to Southeast MO as a young adult. Audie and Katie started their lives together with very little material goods to their name. They were hard workers and saved their money; at their death they were able to leave quite an inheritance for their children, including about 200 acres of farm land near East Prairie, MO. 
Evelyn did not attend college, but was proud to have finished high school at the Diehlstadt School in rural Scott County, MO. Her two closest childhood friends were Hazel and Caroline, both of which she kept in touch with through her adult life. Evelyn was very active in her church, including singing in the choir and being involved in a lot of volunteer work for those in need in her church. She recalls helping to do cleaning and cooking in the home of a poor woman in her church. At the age of 17, Evelyn met Wayne Jackson Haines at a church picnic. He has just been released from the Navy after serving in the Pacific theater of WWII. She recalls seeing him for the first time in his Navy uniform, and felt this particularly drew him to her. They were married one year later on May 18, 1947 at Bridges Methodist Church in Bertrand, MO. Jackson and Evelyn did not go on a honeymoon, but were proud to be able to go home to a brand new house after their wedding. The house was a gift from Evelyn’s parents, who were very proud that she married Jackson- feeling that he was a good man and would be a good provider. Evelyn soon had two daughters: Sharon Evelyn and Charlotte Jean. 
Jackson first supported his family by selling tractors for Ford, but soon gained an opportunity to purchase a dairy farm from one of his retiring clients. Evelyn was active in helping on the farm and raising their two daughters. She recalls that while they managed the dairy farm, they would sell their milk to a pasteurization company. The milk that could not be used by the company (due to overflow) would be returned to Jackson and Evelyn, but would be tinted a pink color so that it could not be resold. In 1954 the family moved to Gary, IN for Jackson to work in a car factory. After three months, the car factory went on strike and Jackson had to find a job doing construction in downtown Chicago. Evelyn particularly notes with pride that he helped build the Dan Ryan Expressway in downtown Chicago. During this time, Evelyn raised their two daughters, Sharon and Charlotte, who were young grade school and preschool aged. In 1962, Jackson and Evelyn were presented with an opportunity to move back to Missouri to farm, and were excited for the opportunity.  When asked what soundest investment one could make, Evelyn replied “Land!”. She and Jackson were able to slowly able to gain farm land through their marriage, retiring with about 300 acres. Through the years, Evelyn recalls, the land has increased in value and demand. With pride, she feels that she will be able to leave a good inheritance for her daughters.
There were two national events that Evelyn felt most affected her during her lifetime. The first was the stock market crash on October 29, 1929 as this was the day that she was born. This was a bittersweet day for the Stephenson family. They gained their only daughter, but did not realize the hard times that would be ahead for them and their farm. They had to work especially hard to be able to save money, and this was a value that they passed on to their family. This work ethic also played into Evelyn’s political view that one ought to work hard for your own needs before taking any hand-outs from the government. She does not approve of the way the government awards those who do not work these days. She feels that one should only depend on God and their two hands to provide for their needs. The second national event that made an impact on Evelyn’s life was WWII. Her older brother Jim served in the marines and her future husband Jackson served in the Navy. She recalls the ration cards that they collected to help the family and the nation get through that hard time. 
The fondest memory that Evelyn recalls is her marriage to Jackson. He was one of the kindest, most patient man she had ever known, and was a very good husband to her. He also allowed her the opportunity to be a mother to her two daughters, and eventually a grandmother to her five grandchildren. Her family always lived close and gathered often around the dinner table. Like her mother, Evelyn is a good cook and always enjoyed making big meals for her family. They continue to have a true family farm, as the next two generations have contributed to the workings of the farm, and have promised Evelyn to keep the Haines family farm legacy.
The saddest memory that Evelyn recalls is the day that her father died in 1962. He died from a myocardial infarction while working out in the fields on his farm. He died before anyone was able to get to him. The morning before he passed away, Evelyn recalls her father making a point to tell her that he loved her. Retrospectively, it felt as if he was telling her goodbye and she wishes that she had taken the opportunity to let him know how much he meant to her.
Evelyn has experienced some hard times in her life, including breast cancer resulting in a double mastectomy and losing her son Skip at birth. Her greatest challenge in life was seeing her husband through his many medical problems. He was a hardworking man, but through his life experienced 3 MI’s, 2 CVA’s, renal failure resulting in dialysis, and his eventual death from an infection of his pacemaker wires. It was difficult for her to see her very independent husband go through dialysis treatments for several years, as it wiped him of his energy and kept him from being able to contribute as much as he wanted on the farm. Although his physical body was failing him, he was still very mentally sharp and told her often how much he cared for her. She greatly values her marriage to him and would do it over again, even knowing how much she would have to assist him in the end.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When looking to the future, Evelyn hopes for many more years of time with her family. She enjoys spending time with her daughter Sharon, as they often go to antique stores and auctions together- reminiscing on old times and fashions. Evelyn also notes that she looks forward to holding her first great-grandchild from her grandson Ryan. She appreciates that all of the values and morals that her parents passed on to her are still important and practiced by her children and grandchildren. Evelyn hopes that she has lived her life in a Godly way in which she leaves a good legacy for generations to come, and that the land and values important to her will live on. Evelyn said that she has lived her life the way that she wanted to.  She lived it loving God, loving her husband of 63 years, and loving her family.  What more would anyone ask for?  She ends the conversation with some advice.  Never buy the most expensive or never the cheapest, and love as though there is no end.
