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Legacy Paper
	On January 7th 1906 Oliver Black and Martha Black gave birth to a little boy in Fayette County Illinois.  They named him Virgil Brent Black after a family member back over in West Germany which is where they were originally from.  Virgil’s grandparents were Oliver and Martha Black.  Virgil had six brothers and three sisters.  Their names were Burl, Cecil, Glenn, Gale, Ivan, William, Norma, Lucy, and Edna.  Virgil attended the Hog Creek Country School in the Beecher city area, and Valley Country School in the Cowden area.  Virgil loved sports but never played any while he was in school.  As a child he loved mushroom hunting, squirrel hunting, hog fishing, and riding the tractor.  He never had a nickname but remembered who his best friend was since he was a little boy.  Klide Miller and Virgil were inseparable from a very young age all the way up to when Virgil was drafted for the military.
	In 1925 Virgil became part of the United States Army where he fought in World War II.  Virgil specialized in combat training where he was a Jujitsu instructor for the Army.  Throughout his service he saw a lot of things most people didn’t see daily.  One story he shared was the dropping of the bomb in Japan.  He would describe it in great detail as if you could close your eyes and see what you heard him saying.  He would state how the ocean was boiling hot and as the people ran into the ocean where they thought they would be safe the water literally burned them and killed them almost instantly.  Throughout the twenty years in service he did develop a major liking to western movies which reminded him of home.  Also he did find God where the bible became his favorite book.  Another hobby he took to liking was vehicles.  He loved the old muscle cars where when he would go home a new car was on his list of getting.  Though finally after years of service he was medically discharged and was sent home to begin a new life of 
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which he did not know. 
	After a couple months of being home was when he met his future wife.  One night at the bar in Filmore was when he had his first glance and conversation with a lady name Lovetta.  Not knowing that he already knew her dad through the town drunk.  Lovetta was soft spoken and was so innocent at the age of seventeen.  The age difference was drastic when thought about today, but wasn’t back then.  After hanging out Virgil learned that Lovetta’s father would beat on her after being out for the night getting so drunk he could barely get home.  Finally one night Virgil had enough where he made a trip over to their house and beat up Lovetta’s father and told him he would never get another chance to beat on his daughter without him being six feet under.  Virgil and Lovetta fell in love and got engage within a year of meeting one another.  They planned a wedding to celebrate with family and friends on the day of September 18th 1947, where Reverend Walt Black pronounced them husband and wife.
	Following the wedding the newly wedded couple did not take a honeymoon, but instead bought their first house together in Bouling Green Township.  They began their life on twenty acres where Virgil farmed crops and raised and butchered livestock.   Not soon after they began their own family where they had nine children of their own.  Marcy was the first child then came Burnis, Carl, Gladdis, Bonnie, Burl, Freda, Hilda, and lastly Curtis.  Raising a family came naturally though hard for them.  Virgil did wish he had more sons to help around the farm though he would not change what god blessed him with.  
	Old stories he always shared was so interesting.  Like how his father taught him how to drive his truck to learning how to drive a tractor to farm the land.  He would always tell stories about my aunts and uncles and how much trouble they would cause.  Family traditions were 
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Thanksgiving and Christmas where we would always have a big meal and plenty of stories.  He did spoil my father the most he always said.  Like he and my father shared the passion of liking muscle cars where he would buy my father cars where they would rebuild motors for the fun of it.  The most technological change in his life was getting a black and white TV.  He was a republican and loved the outdoors.  He loved his bib overalls and he orange hat.  One thing he always taught his kids and grandkids was honesty and equality.  That meant if he had to beat it into us he would have.  I still remember him loving his fish sandwich to his peppermints.  He always said the happiest days were seeing his children and grandchildren coming into the world.  Virgil always predicted every single grandchild’s sex, and was always right.  The saddest thing he ever had to experience was losing his wife do to a heart attack at the age of 56.  He always said that we should follow our dreams which will lead us to happiness.  Virgil dies September 11, 2001 right before the United States was attacked.  He was a great man and will always hold a special place in each of the family member’s hearts.
