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Robert W. Currer, better known as Bob, was born November 3, 1919 in Glasgow, Scotland.  His older sister Janet Kay Currer was born on May 26, 1915.  He spent his younger childhood in Glasgow until his family took a boat over to the United States of America in 1923.  During his time in America he graduated from Fender High School at the age of sixteen in 1935 and has said mathematics to be his favorite subject, which he enjoyed greatly.   He recalls his closest and most loyal friend to be Joe Chap, whom he enjoyed games such as jacks and kick the can together with other neighborhood kids.

He began his career at Vapor in April of 1937 in which he worked until 1944, took a leave of abscence to serve the United States Army, then returned to Vapor once World War II was won.  Before he was deployed, while attending a Catholic dance with his good friend Joe, that he met his first wife, Lorraine Cherrstrom.  Lorraine had happened to be attending the same dance with her brother and it was there that their relationship began.  From that time on they began dating and then married on September 17, 1944.  Preceding  their wedding, Bob had enlisted in the United States army and was sent overseas to Poland in 1945 to fight in World War II.  After spending ten more wonderful years together, Lorraine was diagnosed with kidney cancer and passed away on December 8, 1965.  By this time Bob and Lorraine had already had three children.  Her death was a surprise and shock to their family, and still stands to  be one of Bob’s saddest memories.  

About four years later, Bob met his second and current wife Ruth Giammalva and married in 1969.  While one of Bob’s children were still very young and the others in college, Ruth loved his children and raised them as her own.  Bob and Ruth never had any children of their own.  Bob continued his work at Vapor, until retiring in 1984 having worked a total of forty six years for the company.  To this day his middle child and only son, Robert J. Currer, still works at Vapor carrying on the family name. 

For as long as he can remember Bob has been a die hard White Sox fan.  During the world series championship he was able to attend a game with his son and son-in-law and recalls it possibly being one of the happiest moments of his life.  Although, Bob does not regularly attend baseball games anymore, he was an avid watcher in his younger years and always enjoyed going to the stadium and seeing a game.  During his early retirement years he also used to enjoy summer vacation trips with his oldest grandsons.  They used to travel by train to places across the U.S. such as the Grand Canyon, Texas, New York, etc.  Other things Bob enjoys are getting together with family for holidays or catching up with friends and family over dinner, lunch, or even breakfast.  

Recently, Bob has been lucky enough to have celebrated Ruth’s 90th birthday party that with friends and family in great health.  Bob and Ruth live together in a retirement community and are both in good health.  Unlike their current healthy state, a few years ago Bob’s chronic heart failure was misdiagnosed and if not caught quickly this could have been very unfortunate.  Once this error was discovered his treatment plan was altered and Bob began recovering at an excellent rate.  He plans on spending his future time with his wife, children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren and is very happy to have lived a full and satisfactory life.

