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Legacy Paper
	Elaine was born July 18th in Chicago, Illinois to the proud parents of Nina and Paul Schoenau.  She never had any brothers or sisters so her family remained small.  Her tight-knit family lived in an apartment up until she was the age of 15.  As she was entering high school her family purchased their first house.  This was very special to the Schoenau family.  
	Throughout high school Elaine worked at the bakery her Grandfather worked at.  Her Grandfather and Grandmother both came from Germany and held thick, German accents.  She worked as a salesgirl in the bakery but also learned some quality baking tricks as well.  She wasn’t sure how much she was paid at her first job, but it was enough to buy one blouse a week.  Her family was very close throughout her life.  Her most vivid experience with her family was vacationing and viewing Niagara Falls.  She loved the falls because of how impressed she was by them. 
	Elaine enjoyed high school but didn’t have a favorite subject.  She enjoyed Elvis music and the song “How Much is that Doggie in the Window”.  She explained how much she loved typing class which led her to permanent jobs in the future.  She was the secretary of her high school class and was a member of the bowling team. During her senior year of bowling team she met a girl named Nancy.  Nancy grew to be her best friend and is still a part of her life today.   
	Elaine graduated 7th out of 300 people in her high school class.  At her 5th high school reunion she took up with a man named Edward.  Throughout high school Edward was a part of the football team and Elaine was caught up in his brown eyes.  The couple dated for one year and then were engaged for another year.  The couple married in the year of 1958.
	Elaine remembers her wedding day, just like it was yesterday.  She explained that it was a hot and humid day that had rain showers on and off.  The thing she remembers most about the ceremony was how much Edward was sweating throughout the ceremony.  He claimed it was because of the hot and humid weather, but Elaine is convinced that he was extremely nervous.  The couple wed at St. Steven’s Lutheran church in Chicago, Illinois.
	After the wedding ceremony, Elaine and Edward ran off to Miami Beach, Florida for their honeymoon.  They enjoyed the beach, warm weather, and the Thunderbird Motel. A memory from the honey moon that Elaine remembers the most was the sun burnt she ended up with.  She explained that the burn was so bad that a doctor had to come to their hotel room to assess her burns.  When the couple flew back to Chicago, Edward had to carry Elaine off the plane because the burns on her legs were not healed.  Needless to say, Elaine’s father was not happy with this situation because Edward let his precious daughter burn in the Miami sun!
	A year after the honeymoon, Elaine welcomed their first child Russell.  Two years after Russell, Elaine had her second child, David.  David’s birth was emotionally difficult on Elaine because Edward was in the coast guard and was not at the hospital at the time of David’s birth.  A year after David’s birth a third son was born named, Randy.  Randy was the baby of the family and Elaine focused her life on her children.
	Throughout the children’s lives, she worked as a school secretary in the local high school.  Edward didn’t want her working a full time job because he wanted her to take care of the children.  Elaine had summers off, which she enjoyed thoroughly.   Edward and Elaine made enough money to make ends meet for their family.
	One area of Elaine’s life that makes her sad was when her children left home.  Her first child Russell, married as soon as he was out of high school.  Her second son, David, went off to college.  Randy, the third child, was the only one left at home.  He didn’t stay long as he decided he also wanted to get married out of high school.
	Elaine and Edward both had the chance to retire at the age of 60.  Elaine will be 74 this July 18th.  Edward and Elaine are still in great health.  One set back in Elaine’s life was when she was diagnosed with breast cancer four years ago.  Although time has passed and Elaine has fought the cancer, it was still a bump in the road.  
	Elaine and Edward enjoy traveling and thankfully do not have and mobility issues.  Elaine has undergone a double knee replacement which has helped her tremendously.  Their favorite thing to do is go down to Florida every winter and enjoy the warm weather.  Elaine and Edward currently live in Kentucky on Kentucky Lake.  This was a big turning point in their life because the couple had always lived in Chicago, Illinois.  They have adapted to the Kentucky style and enjoy boating and fishing.
	The most extravagant thing Elaine has done was to buy jewelry in St. Thomas.  She bought a pendant, earrings, and a bracelet worth up to $2000!  She has only worn the jewelry twice because she is worried to lose it.  Buying the jewelry made Elaine feel extremely grateful for what life has brought her.  
	Her proudest moment was when Elaine became a mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother.  She values family and tradition.  One tradition that has been passed down through the family is a Lutheran prayer.  The prayer is said before meals and has continued to be passed down.  Elaine is still very religious and will continue to be throughout her days.
	Elaine, my grandmother, hopes I will pursue my dreams of becoming a nurse and be happy with all my life decisons.  The best gift she has ever received was a loving family.  I hope traditions will continue and a loving family will be passed throughout the years.





