Running head: LEGACY PAPER



PAGE  
1
LEGACY PAPER




Legacy Paper
Amanda Mills
Lakeview College of Nursing

N309

July 3, 2011
Interview with Madeline Haff

Madeline was born in Chicago, Illinois on June 2, 1923 to Joseph and Carmela Bonanno.  She had one older brother named Tony and one younger brother named Phillip. She was very close with the children in the neighborhood and they were all her friends.  In high school there were a lot of neighborhood kids that went there with her and she also made a lot of other friends. Her very closest friends used to call her Lina.  June and Dorothy were her closest girl friends.  She went on her first date at age 14 with a boy named Sam.  He used to meet her down the block at the corner because her father did not like that she was dating.  They would go on picnics in the park all the time.

Madeline attended Edwin G. Foreman High School in Chicago, Illinois where her favorite subject was English.  She was an excellent writer and even has some of the stories she has written today.  As a child her family bought a type writer and this was one of her favorite things she could remember.  It was such a special thing for her to work on it even though she remembers it taking a very long time to use.  She was considered “the brain” in her family.  Her youngest brother struggled a lot in school and she remembers helping him finish all of his homework and made sure that he passed all of his classes.  She was involved in the swim team all through junior high and high school.  She broke a record her senior year and had her picture up on the wall.  Years later my mom and aunt went to high school at Foreman and they saw her picture on the wall.


She used to work downtown at an insurance exchange where she worked at the front desk.  She remembers working about four days a week and making about twelve dollars each week.  When she got her paychecks she would always spend them right away.  She always bought new clothes with more than half of her paychecks.  The style in clothes is completely different than it is today. The popular clothing fads were full skirts with crinoline slips underneath, bobby sox and saddle shoes, rolled up "boys blue jeans.” She always had a blouse on when she left the house. Madeline also spent some of her paycheck on buying her brother some new clothes.  She loved him very much and spoiled him as much as she could.


Her father taught both of her brothers how to drive before Madeline got to learn. When they both got drafted into the services and weren’t able to drive her around anymore she decided that it was time she learned.  One of her older brother’s friends actually taught her in his car.  She remembers that within the first twenty minutes or so of him teaching her she knocked down the fence in her front yard.  She will never forget that because she spent the next few days fixing the fence with her father.  This made me laugh and I couldn’t believe that’s how she learned how to drive.

Madeline met her future husband in the grocery store when she was twenty years old.  She remembers being with her girlfriend Mily and pointing him out and thinking he was cute.  He noticed them looking at him and started to talk with them.  By the end of their conversation Madeline had plans the following weekend with this strapping young fellow, Donald, who would be her future husband.  She says that she was initially attracted to him because he had a red tint in his hair, just like she had!  Also she says that the more and more they went out on dates with each other, the better he treated her and the more she liked him.  They did not get married until Madeline was thirty three years old.  Donald was in the Navy and she had waited for him to be out of the services. Finally on October 15, 1956 they tied the knot at St. Bartholomew Catholic Church in Chicago. They drove to Montana on their honeymoon.  They didn’t have much money and decided to go there because Donald had a cousin who lived there.


The birth of their first child was a tough delivery.  Madeline is a very tiny girl and remembers having difficulty delivering all three of her children.  My mother is the baby of her family and she remembers that labor was quick with her. She told me that raising a family is a challenge but so rewarding.  She had a lot of fun with her children.  She was very proud that her children did very well on their own in college.  To this day, she misses having the children around.


Madeline’s grandparent’s names were Madeline and Phillip Pogano.  They came from Italy.  They were very wonderful and hardworking people.  She does not remember them speaking anything but Italian.  To this day Madeline tries to brush up on her Italian speaking language but has a more difficult time speaking it than she does listening and understanding it.  Her grandmother lived with her family during the end of her life.  This was difficult on her because she had helped her mother take care of her.  What she learned most from her grandparents is to work hard for what you have and not take anything for granted.  Everyone in her family is healthy, despite minor heart problems seen in each generation.


One family tradition that Madeline has always followed ever since she can remember is Sunday night spaghetti dinners.  Madeline loves to cook, especially for her wonderful family.  She is very Italian and once that woman gets into the kitchen, she makes enough food for an army. Her turning point in her life was when she became a mother. She is most proud of all ten of her beautiful grandchildren.  She loves hearing from them on the telephone and having visits from them on Sunday evenings. As Madeline looks ahead she plans to live life to the fullest and enjoy whatever comes her way.

