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1. What are some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt? Some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt could be that she is depressed due to her illness and that she does not understand what is being said to her therefore she can’t communicate how she is feeling.  That is why she started crying dramatically.
2. How would you assess for these challenges? I would assess for these challenges by asking Mrs. Schmidt open-ended questions to see how she is feeling about her disease, the mechanical ventilator, and if she was comfortable with what her and the doctor discussed.  According to Taylor, Lillis, LeMone, and Lynn (2011) open-ended questions allow the patient a wide range of possible responses.  This will allow the patient to express what she understands to be true (Taylor et al., 2011).  It encourages free verbalization and is the greatest technique that prevents the patient from answering yes or no (Taylor et al., 2011).
3. What are some of the potential explanations for the communication difficulties described in this vignette?  Some of the difficulties could be Mrs. Schmidt is hard of hearing and this information was not tested previous to her coming to the hospital.  According to Mauk (2010) beginning at or around the age of 50-55, most adults start to lose sensitivity to pitch.  Another difficulty could be due to her chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and her mechanical ventilator she may communicate by writing or by using an electrolarynx (Mauk, 2010).  Her speech is probably impaired and these are alternatives for her to communicate, I would assess this and see what method she likes the best.
4. Is there anything that should have been done differently?  Assessing her for these issues sooner would have been the wise thing to do and could have avoided this circumstance.
5. How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean?  The health care staff probably found solutions to her inability to communicate and helped her with ways that was best for her.  She probably ended up feeling more confident to communicate with the health care staff and was able to understand what was being said to her.
6. How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s refusal to “let go” of the Foley catheter?  Her refusal to not let go of the Foley catheter is probably because she needs something to hold to.  Since she has completed weaning, the Foley is another object that she doesn’t want to let go and she probably doesn’t understand why the Foley is in.  A simple explanation of why she needs the Foley and why it needs to be removed would probably make her feel better and can open lines of communication to why she thinks she needs the Foley to hold on to.
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