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Kallie believe it or not My grandfather and uncle are both Kenneth Knights from Oakland Illinois. Great grandparents Ethel and Ernest Knight
Wonder if they were related down the line somewhere? Interesting story. 10/10
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Jeanette Kay Knight was born on July 5th, 1944 in Canton, Illinois at Graham Hospital. Canton is near Macomb on the west side of Illinois. She was born into the hands of Evelyn (White) Bonnewell and Cleo Bonnewell. She has one sister and one brother, Arletta (Bonnewell) Rambis and Robert Bonnewell; both are surviving. The first home Jeanette remembers was in Cuba, IL which was nearby Canton where she was born. She has many memories from this house and describes it as having a back porch, one bathroom, a living area and three bedrooms. She shared a bedroom with her sister Arletta, leaving Robert to have a room all to himself. One thing Jeanette could never let go of were her baby dolls. Overtime the dolls bodies wore down, but she still has their heads saved. Dolls were the one thing she really enjoyed playing with as she grew up and a part of that has never left her. 

Jeanette attended grade school until the fifth grade in Cuba. She still has kept a friend that currently lives in Springfield and continues to keep in touch with her frequently. Jeanette then moved to Cayuga where she finished schooling and graduated from high school. The school was “all in one”. Her close friends from Cayuga that she still gets together with include Hutch and Nancy. Short hand was Jeanette’s favorite class in high school. This is one class that is not taught in schools today. She received several awards for short hand typing throughout school as well as being associated with band, chorus, drama club, plays and girls athletics. Schooling beyond high school was not common in the 60s, neither her nor her husband continued their education from high school. Her first date that she remembers was with Myron in the 8th grade. They went to the Fisher Theatre on a Sunday afternoon to see a play.
The fads during this era she remembers were wearing pink and black poodle skirts with bobby socks that were folded down. Her favorite movie (which they didn’t see movies very much) was The Blob and The Ten Commandments. She listened to Elvis a lot when she was growing up – the 50s was when he was IT. She didn’t read much, so she had no favorite books. However, going on vacations was minimal. Her vacations that she remembered vividly included driving to Indiana to visit with all four of her grandparents every summer for two weeks. Recreational activities that were popular with her and her friends was skating. Every Saturday night they would go to the skating rink for some fun. In fact, her first date with her husband was at a skating party! Transportation was not efficient in their household since their family owned one car (very common though). When she was out of school with her first full time job is when she bought her own car – a chevy. HerBicycles were a common way of getting around for kids still in school, especially if you lived in the country. Food such as bread was sold for 10 cents a loaf! As I was talking with Jeanette’s husband, Kenneth, he mentioned that his daddy brought the kids one candy bar each every Saturday night and they all could not wait for him to get there with them. He loved milky ways and seven up candy bars; seven ups were in a circle with 7 different types of candies around it all containing chocolate. He enjoyed watching TV on weekends such as I’ve Got A Secret and the Lawrence Welk Show while his daddy would smoke cigarettes.
Jeanette held three jobs in her lifetime. The first job she had was during school working for a Drive-In in Cayuga. After graduating from high school in May Jeanette got a job in July working for a law office (Forman-Meecham-Clapper) typing shorthand making $50 a week. She then worked as a nanny for 13 years after raising two children of her own.
Jeanette Kay Bonnewell-Knight and Kenneth Earl Knight went on their first date after he was driving through the Steak N Shake drive through and asked her if she wanted to go skating with him that coming up Saturday evening. The rest is history. Ken asked Jeanette to marry him on her birthday, July 5, 1964 and on January 9, 1965 they married (he was 20 and she was 21). Very vivid memories of that special day still remain. This ceremony took place at the Danville First Church of Nazarene in Danville, IL. The groomsmen were all Kenny’s brothers Dick, Ed and Jack with his brother Bill being the best man. The bridesmaids were Donna, Jane and Sandy with her sister Arletta being the maid of honor. During the ceremony they both remember Ken’s brother Dick climbing over the alter, the reason why is unknown! Ken and Jeanette lived together in a trailer in Danville for the first 9 months of marriage until they found their first house with 40 acres of farm ground outside of Potomac-Armstrong. This farm is the same place they still live in to this day! Until Ken bought this farm ground he was working at a factory, but then with this ground it sparked an interest to start farming. Today, he farms 1600 acres. 

In March of 1967 Jeanette stopped working to become a mother to Timothy Allen Knight whom was born in Danville. She then had a baby girl Tammara Anne Knight on Christmas Day, December 25, 1968 at the Hoopeston Area Hospital. One of the memories they shared about their children was when Tammy was about 10 years old Ken had her walking beans with him. He said “Whatever you do keep the corn hook away from your feet”. Ken said she walked about 10 feet and had the corn hook stuck in her leg; they took her to the emergency room and that was how she got her name Rammy Tammy. The most nerve racking moment for Kenny was when his kids got married, more so for Tammy’s wedding because he had to walk her down the aisle. 
After the kids were older Jeanette went back to work, but this time as a full time nanny for a family in Rossville, IL. Kenny’s main job since they bought their first farm ground has been farming. He farms 1600 acres and he would tell you that is the best investment one could make in life. Technology has been the biggest obstacle with this occupation for Ken because he started on his parent’s farm using a Minneapolis Moline Model Z, open cab tractor, and now he runs with John Deere 4WD 8300 and a John Deere front wheel assist 8100. Both of these tractors have auto steer and they farm with GPS (global satellite positioning) equipment. This is a huge improvement of agriculture today that Ken has lived to see and is proud to tell about it. He still has not been able to let go of the now “antique” farm equipment though. He enjoys restoring the older models and taking them to tractor shows around the area such as the I & I Tractor Club every July. He has a paint booth and every knowledge base there is to know about restoring tractors! 

Jeanette’s grandparents were all from Patricksburg, IN. Ada and Bert on her Dad’s side and Ernestine and Walter on her mom’s side. These are the grandparents they would go to visit as a family for two weeks every summer. Kenneth’s grandparents were from Homer, IL and Pittwood, IL. Mary and Ray on his dad’s side and Lesley and Mary on his mom’s side. Ken remembers everytime they would go to visit they would always say “oh not all you kids are coming in here!” This was because he has seven brothers and sisters. The common diseases that are common for both sides of their family include heart disease, liver cancer and skin cancer. If there is one thing their grandparents taught them was to not complain and be thankful for what you have even if it’s not much. The traditions that they carry on to other generations include get togethers for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, every one of their children/grandchildren’s birthdays as well as yearly reunions. Every Thanksgiving before eating since Jeanette was young they read the bible verse from Psalm 100. She hopes that her family will continue that tradition after she is gone.
Jeanette and Ken are very thankful for their two children and four grandchildren. They had their first and only granddaughter on September 28, 1990 and they remember this vividly as Kenny had to get out of the field to rush to the hospital. There was an 8 year gap between another grandchild coming along and that was on April 2, 1998 they got their first baby boy. The other two boys came on June 19, 2002 and December 3, 2003. They are very proud grandparents and like most they always wish they would have had more! A major turning point in their lives was when they got MediCare and didn’t have to pay so much out of pocket for health care services. This made a huge impact in their lives as to how much money they can spend on other things such as their grandkids! The one thing they are proud of accomplishing in life is holding a steady marriage together for 46 years now. In today’s society that is a great accomplishment and something to defiantly be proud of. In the future Jeanette wants to travel to Alaska for a vacation. She has traveled to many places and Alaska is just one of many left on her bucket list. 
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