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	Question 1: Hospice focuses on expert medical care, pain management, emotional and spiritual support tailored to the person’s needs and wishes. Hospice focuses on caring for the patient and not curing the disease. Most of the time this care can happen in the care of the patient’s own home. It can also be provided in hospice centers, hospitals, nursing homes and other long-term care facilities. Hospice care is covered under Medicare, Medicaid, HMO’s and most private insurance plans. These services are available to patients any age, religion, race or illness. (National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization, n.d.)
	Question 2: According to The American Cancer Society (2011a), to qualify for hospice care a person must have 6 months or less to live. They must also have a widespread, aggressive, or progressive disease with increasing symptoms, worsening lab values or evidence of metastasis. The person must also be unable to work or do certain things for themselves. 
	Question 3: According to the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization, the interdisciplinary team includes clergy or other counselors, home health aides, hospice physician, nurses, social workers, trained volunteers, speech, physical and occupational therapy, and the person’s physician. This team works together to care for the person’s needs including physical, emotional, or spiritual. A plan is developed to need the individual’s need for pain management and symptom control. 
	Question 4: According to the American Cancer Society (2011a), to qualify for Medicare hospice benefits, two doctors must certify that the patient has less than 6 months to live. The doctor re-certifies three months after beginning hospice again at 6 months and then again at every month the patient lives after that. So if the disease runs its course and the patient is till alive after 6 months without treatment Medicare still provides benefits as long as the doctors certify her each month past the 6 months. 
	Question 5: According to the American Cancer Society (2011b), some common symptoms present at the end of life include fatigue, pain, appetite changes, and problems breathing. 
ALSO:  The most common symptoms patients experience at the end of life include pain, shortness of breath or dyspnea, anorexia and cachexia, fatigue, constipation, diarrhea, depression, anxiety, nausea and vomiting, and cough.

	Question 6: One of the major goals of hospice care is to keep the patient as comfortable as possible. Pain can be controlled and managed through medications. Pain does not have to be part of the dying process; the health care team works together to reduce suffering, relieve pain and enhance your quality of life. (The American Cancer Society, 2011b)
	Question 7: Hospice care’s focus is to ensure the patient has the best quality of life possible. To be qualified they must have 6 months or less to live. Many people choose hospice over treatment so they can spend the time with their family. They are not giving up, they are just spending their remaining time doing what they want and letting the illness take its course. Jane can always change her mind and begin treatment again at any time.
	Question 8: Jane should talk with her family about what it will mean if she chooses hospice care. Although in the end it is up to Jane at this point if she would like to begin hospice care. At this point in her life she is still able to make clear decisions about her life. If there came a time where she was not fit to make decisions her POA would make the decision for her.


	


References
National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization. (n.d.). Hospice. 	Comment by Mary: The font should be 12 font and the is 16
Retrieved from http://www.caringinfo.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3356
The American Cancer Society. (2011a). Choosing hospice care. 
Retrieved from http://www.cancer.org/Treatment/Nearingthe EndofLife/NearingtheEndofLife/nearing-the-end-of-life-hospice
The American Cancer Society. (2011b). Nearing the end of life. 
Retrieved From http://www.cancer.org/Treatment/Nearingthe EndofLife/ NearingtheEndofLife/nearing-the-end-of-life-physical-symptoms




