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Case Study Week Eleven
1.  The goals of hospice care are to provide compassionate care to people in the last phases of their incurable illnesses, have patients remain as comfortable as possible, try to control their pain as best as possible, have loved ones around the patient as much as possible, and to focus on the quality of the patient's life not the length. (Hospice Care, 2011)	Comment by Mary: The author is the American Cancer Society and that goes for the rest also. And Not all of the following came from this one pg
2.  Jane can obtain a referral for hospice care from her doctor, state resources, and national resources.  There are a ton of options out there and people willing to help a patient find the perfect hospice program.  (Hospice Care, 2011) 
3.  The services provided by the hospice interdisciplinary team focuses on pain and symptom control, spiritual care, home and inpatient care, respite care, family conferences, bereavement care, volunteer work, staff support, and coordination care.  This team works hard to cover all ends of the spectrum so that the patient and family receive the best care that they can.  The interdisciplinary team wants to comfort everybody during this hard time and will work as much as they are needed.  
4. According to Hospice Care, (2011) "To qualify for the Medicare hospice benefit, a doctor and the hospice medical doctor must certify that the patient has less than 6 months to live if the disease runs its normal course" (Hospice Care, 2011).  The doctor re-certifies the patient at the beginning of each benefit period which is 2 periods of 90 days each.  When the patient decides that they agree to the hospice care, they sign a paper certifying that they will now be receiving Medicare hospice benefit that covers everything related to their cancer. (Hospice Care, 2011)	Comment by Mary: Need pg nu or paragraph for direct uote
5.  The most common symptoms that are found in end of life patients are drowsiness, lack of appetite, pain, difficulty concentrating, shortness of breath, agitation, weight loss, nausea, and night sweats. (Hospice Care, 2011)
6.  The hospice nurse can address Jane's fear of dying a painful death by teaching her the duty of the hospice care team.  Their number one goal is to control a patient's pain and try to make them as comfortable as possible.  The nurse should sit down with Jane and go over all of the different pain medications that she may be prescribed, review measures that the staff takes to comfort the patient, and show her all equipment that she may see.  This can comfort Jane and reassure her that the staff is going to take great care of her when her time comes.
7.  I would tell the family that this is not Jane giving up on her life.  This is her taking a measure that is going to improve her quality of life as she nears the end of her battle.  Hospice is going to keep her alive for as long as she is able to fight.  Hospice care helps patients to be as comfortable as possible and allows for them to fight through the most difficult course of an illness.  When explaining this to the family, I would allow them to ask as many questions as possible and encourage them to learn as much as possible.  This can help them realize that Jane is doing a great thing for herself so that she can be with her family and remember them during the last months of her life.  
8.  Since Jane is still able to speak for herself and is interested in her care, she should be the one making the decision about hospice care.  She seems to be interested in the care at some point in her journey so she should be open to it.  I think that she should sit down with her family and tell them how much this means to her and that she is not going to give up on her life, rather she is going to make it more bearable and comfortable.  Since she is very involved with her family, she should keep them by her in her journey but just let them know that this is ultimately her decisions and she is going to choose what is best for her.
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