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Late Stage Dementia
1. Obtain the pamphlet “Stages of Alzheimer’s Disease.” Based on the above description, which stage of Alzheimer’s disease does Claudine manifest?
· Stage 6 because she is falling frequently, forgetting members of her family, and becoming aggressive (“Stages of Alzheimer’s”, 2011).   Stage 5: Moderately severe cognitive decline	Comment by Mary: Organization is your author
2. Obtain the pamphlet “Behaviors” and list two ways the family can respond when Claudine exhibits confusion and calls family members by the wrong name.
· Stay calm and respond with a brief and simple reorientation to who the person is (“Behaviors”, 2010).
3. The family also wants to know how to respond to her “begging” to go with them when they leave. Find a recommendation from the pamphlet “Behaviors” for the family to use in response to these repeated requests. What other ideas might work?
· Stay calm and try to shift the focus to something else, engage the person in another activity and don’t make leaving a big ordeal (“Behaviors”, 2010).
4. Discuss examples of providing a therapeutic and safe environment for an institutionalized individual with Alzheimer’s disease.
· It’s important for people with Alzheimer’s to stay active, so providing them with plenty of room to walk around is important. Make sure the environment is clutter free and has adequate lighting. Have the family provide the loved one with photos or other memorable objects to provide comfort, and if necessary use notes to remind the person of where they are or other reminders.
5. Obtain the pamphlet “Communication” from the Alzheimer’s Association Web site and identify two ways to best communicate with Claudine at this stage of her illness.
· Be patient, give the person time, limit distractions, and reinforce that it’s okay if the person is having trouble communicating (“Communication”, 2012).
6. What recommendations are given for urinary incontinence?
· A few things can be done for urinary incontinence: set a toilting schedule, limit liquids before bedtime, and use incontinence products (“Late-Stage Caregiving”, 2012).
7. List three recommendations for helping Claudine to eat and drink safely.
· Claudine should be encouraged to self-feed, drink plenty of fluids, and remain upright while eating and for at least 30 minutes after (“Late-Stage Caregiving”, 2012). 
8. Discuss three actions for keeping Claudine’s skin healthy and free of skin breakdown.
· Claudine should be encouraged to remain mobile or change position every two hours, she should keep her skin clean and dry, and she should perform range of motion exercises (“Late-Stage Caregiving”, 2012). Staff should monitor these things and help when needed.
9. The family asks, “Is Claudine in pain?” What are some signs of pain in a person with Alzheimer’s disease?
· Nonverbal signs are a great way to monitor for pain, facial expressions, sounds, or gestures may indicate pain. Also, changes in behaviors can indicate pain or illness. 

10. Because Claudine is declining rapidly, the family wonders whether she would be eligible for hospice care while in the nursing home. Is hospice care available in a long-term care facility?
· Hospice care is available in long-term care facilities. To qualify for hospice the doctor must diagnose Claudine with Alzheimer’s and have six months or less to live (“Late-Stage Caregiving”, 2012).
11. What would be the purpose of involving hospice in her care since Claudine is already receiving long-term care?
· Long-term care can care for her but they don’t provide the same comfort care options that hospice can provide. Hospice will keep her comfortable during her last few months and provide her with more advance methods of pain management.
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