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1.  Mrs. Johnson’s financial situation does not appear to be conducive to her living situation. Her non-adherence to her medication regimen could indicate that she lacks the financial resources to buy her medication.  Mrs. Johnson is African American, according to Mauk (2010), “net worth among older black households was estimated to be $26,300 compared to $215,000 among older white households” (p 32). This means less economic resources or stability among this population.
2. Mrs. Johnson lives at home and is a widow, with zero children, thus she is alone frequently. Her neighbors do keep an eye on her and bring her groceries. Mrs. Johnson does not have any other help coming into her house and she is eighty seven years old.
3. Mrs. Johnson’s lacks the economic resources to adhere to her medication regimen and she lives alone and does not have anyone to remind her to take her pills and or watch her take her pills.  For these reasons, Mrs. Johnson is at risk of speeding up/prolonging her disease process, her congestive heart failure.
4. When Mrs. Johnson is admitted to the hospital, I would first ask her if she was taking her medications and if she had access to her medications on a daily basis. It would also be helpful to know what medications she is taking. I would also be curious for her to describe a typical day. If Mrs. Johnson says that she is taking her medications, I would further assess her memory status along with a neurological assessment; she may just forget to take her medication.  I would also ask Mrs. Johnson about her ADL’s and how she performs them on a daily basis.  I would also want to discuss with Mrs. Johnson her feelings about living alone and if she feels safe in her home/living situation. 
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