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1. What are the some of the potential challenges for communicating with Mrs. Schmidt? 
[bookmark: C407838181250000I0T407909314467593]Some of the potential challenges include a lack of interest in conversation, lack of concentration and indecisiveness (Taylor, Lillis, LeMone, & Lynn, 2011).
2. How would you assess for these challenges?
Assess Mrs. Schmidt’s body language, facial expressions, responses to conversations, and mood changes. 
3. What are some of the potential explanations for the communication difficulties described in this vignette?
[bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909321990741]Mrs. Schmidt seems to be suffering from early stages of dementia and depression; which explains her not recalling the conversation with the physician, her outburst,  and her miraculous ability to wean off the ventilator.  Some barriers that may have lead to improper communication include: not facing the patient when speaking, speaking too fast and not clearly, too much background noise, and forgetting to remind the patient what was being done prior to the task and during the task(Mauk, 2010). 	Comment by Mary: Space between task and (Mauk
4. Is there anything that should have been done differently?
[bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909337268519][bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909339467593][bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909342939815]Some tips to avoid the previously mentioned barriers include: “making sure the person is attending to you prior to beginning a conversation (Mauk, p. 97).” “Face the person and speak slowly and clearly (Mauk, p. 97).” Consistently remind the patient of what is being done and turn down environmental noises such as the television, music, or radio (Mauk, 2010).	Comment by Mary: Need date	Comment by Mary: “	Comment by Mary: No quote mark
5.  How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s miraculous ability to wean?
[bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909346875000][bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909351967593]“Depression in the elderly often is associated with multiple medical conditions that limit functioning and mobility. (Mauk, p. 98)” “Many times older adults do not report depressed mood, but present with a lack of interest (Mauk, p. 98).” Mrs. Schmidt may have had a temporary relief from her depression which allowed her to function at a more optimal level and improve her medical status.	Comment by Mary: Quote marks by the last word mobility” (Mauk, 2011, p. 98).	Comment by Mary: “	Comment by Mary: (Mauk, 2011, p. 98)	Comment by Mary: No “
6. How would you explain Mrs. Schmidt’s refusal to “let go” of the foley catheter?
[bookmark: C407838069444444I0T407909357291667]Depression and dementia are not diseases that just go away by taking a medication. Mrs. Schmidt may have been experiencing depression again and felt like without her catheter she would be able to carry out her normal ADL’s such as toileting herself. “Depression has been associated with experiencing helplessness and with the sense of having no control over one’s life (Mauk, p. 99).”	Comment by Mary: Not everybody would know what this is so spell it out the first time with (ADL’s) following it	Comment by Mary: “	Comment by Mary: Need year	Comment by Mary: No “
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