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1. What might you suspect about Mrs. Johnson’s financial situation? 

Mrs. Johnson is a 87-year-old widowed African-American who lives alone. According to Mauk, “older people who lived alone had higher poverty rates than those who lived with their spouse
”.  Based off of statistics 21% of older women who lived alone lived in poverty (Mauk, p. 
31). “The median personal income for African American women is $9,884(Mauk, p. 
32)”. In 2003 the net worth of older black households was only estimated at $26,300(Mauk, p
. 32). Based off these statistics Mrs. Johnson may not have enough money to take care of all of her needs. The lack of income may affect Mrs. Johnson ability to balance maintaining a home and medical care.
2. What might you suspect about Mrs. Johnson’s home situation?

Older people who live alone are more likely to live in poverty. In 2002, 21% of older women lived in poverty (Mauk, p. 31). 
Mrs. Johnson’s neighbors buy her groceries which may or may not indicate that she is eating properly. According to Taylor, Lillis, LeMone and Lynn, 
an older adult may need assistance with home repairs, house cleaning and barriers such as steps may need to be modified. Although Mrs. Johnson’s neighbors check on her and buy her groceries she may need help preparing meals, cleaning, and refilling her medications. 
3. How might these factors contribute to her hospital admission?

“The lack of economic resources and poor access to health care add to the increased incidence of disease with greater complications (Mauk, p
. 32).” Mrs. Johnson’s admission was attributed to her non-compliance of her medication regimen. The lack compliance could be due to the fact that she didn’t have the money to get her prescriptions filled or she didn’t have anyone to take her to pick up her medications. If Mrs. Johnson is one to keep her house cluttered she may have even misplaced her medications. 
4. Based upon your suspicions, what questions might you ask Mrs. Johnson as you admit her to your unit?
I would ask Mrs. Johnson the following questions:

Does she have insurance or Medicare?

Why isn’t she compliant with her medications?

Does she have a way to pick up her medications?

Can she afford to get her medications?

Who prepares your meals? 

How often does she eat during the day? 

When is the last time she can remember taking her medications?
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