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Case Study 1.5
1. At this point in Jack’s interview, what other assessments might the nurse initiate within the confines of his home to evaluate driving risks?
The nurse should ask him:
· Does he feel like he has any difficulty seeing the road?
· If so, does he feel that this difficulty is more so at night or is the time of day not a factor?
· When was his last eye exam? 
· Does he wear glasses? Contacts? 
· If so, when was the last time he got the prescription evaluated? 
If the nurse had a Snellen chart with her, she could determine how bad his vision is. The nurse could also test peripheral vision with using two wiggling fingers on either side and determine at which angle he sees the fingers. The nurse could check his eyes with a pen like determining if they are PERRLA. 
Other things to assess Use of alcohol or illicit drugs, known vision and/or hearing problems, possession
of a current driver’s license, and when renewal is due, along with the amount and quality of sleep.

2. What might be several environmental factors to discuss with Jack?
Some factors are: 
· Driving at night is a lot more difficult than driving during the day
· Driving when tired can inhibit your ability to drive effectively and safety and can impact your vision
· Cataracts (when protein clumps up in the lens of the eye ) can cause a decrease in the clarity of vision. Cataracts are very common in older individuals ("Facts about cataract," ).	Comment by Mary: Use your organization as author
How about Road markings that are difficult to see or read, complex and confusing intersections,
older vehicles that lack automatic safety features, and newer dashboard instrument panels with multiple displays. Unclean windshields, mirrors, and headlights.

3. What are six specific tests which the AMA recommends for Assessment of Driving-Related Skills [ADReS]? 
· Tests of Vision:
· Confrontational field testing 
· Snellen chart
· Tests of Motor Ability: 
· Rapid Pace Walk
· Range of Motion testing 
· Manual Muscle Test
· Tests of Cognition:
· Clock Drawing Test 
· Trailmaking Test 
 (McCathy & Mann, 2009)  

4. Dealing with impaired other drivers can present ethical conflicts for the health care provider. What are several potential ethical issues you think might arise in Jack’s situation?
If Jack had no way of getting to the appointment, you may be inclined to want to take him yourself but that is probably not ethically sound. 
 Respect for the patient and for his decision to choose driving as a method of transportation and as a means of independence are important, as is patient confidentiality. Maintaining his autonomy while protecting his welfare with unsafe driving is challenging. He may become a “recluse” if unable to drive and with lack of social stimulation experience depression. It has been shown that people who relinquish their driving privileges suffer a sense of loss. It threatens self-esteem and personal dignity, and it implies social disability and dependency on others.
5. What options for transportation might be suggested to Jack to explore? 
If Jack has family or neighbors, he could ask them to drive him. Public transportation is also an option. There might be a retirement community nearby and he could ask them if there would be a way to get transported with some of the residents to the eye doctor

6. Go to the following website  and cite a source of transportation in your own community using Elder Care Locator services: http://www.eldercare.gov/Eldercare.net/Public/Index.aspx
There is no form of transportation in the Charleston area.Do you see a problem here?  There is an Agency in Bloomington on 1003 Maple Hill Road ("Eldercarelocator: Connecting you," ). Bloomington is very far away so if Jack lived in Charleston then he would have to find some other way to get around.	Comment by Mary: Use organization
7. How did the presence of cataracts adversely affect Jack’s ability to drive?
Cataracts can cause blurred vision from the protein clumping up in the lens ("Facts about cataract," ).	Comment by Mary: Same as above
8. If Jack were a resident of your state, what would the Bureau of Motor Vehicles require of him? Address the following: a) how often a license is to be renewed based on age b)renewal conditions (in person or not) and c) if a vision test, written test or road test is required. 
a)  In Illinois, if one is 69 to 80 years old they must renew their license every four years (Caring.comStaff). If they’re 80 to 86 years old they must renew their license every two years (Caring.comStaff). If they’re 87 and older they must renew your license every year (Caring.comStaff). If they’re 75 years old or older they must come in and pass a road test (Caring.comStaff).
b)   If there have been no incidences and  no change in medical history then the person may mail-in, call or renew their license online “every other cycle” (Caring.comStaff).
c) 
a.  Road test for those 75+ (Caring.comStaff).
b. Written test every eight years if there has been no accidents or traffic/parking violations (Caring.comStaff).
c. Vision test every time (Caring.comStaff).

9. Use the following web site to compare and contrast your state with at least two others. http://caring.com/calculators/state-driving-laws. 
Indiana renews their licenses every 3 years instead of Illinois’ four but for those 85 and above license renewal occurs every two years (Caring.comStaff). In Indiana you must only perform a road test “if there is a medical reason” (Caring.comStaff). Iowa only has one standard for older drivers and its renewal of licenses for people 70 and older and you can only renew your license in person (Caring.comStaff).
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