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Case Study 24-2
	Some active symptoms that affect Jake’s decision making abilities are his increase in declining health. He is severely dehydrated, unarouseable, and lethargic. There are quality of life issues at hand with this case as well. G-tubes are usually started for patients that have hope of survival and recovery. However; Jake has dementia, which is a condition that is chronic and causes progressive decline. According to Mauk (2010) when fluids are added to a failing body, like with G-tubes, the burdens of congestion, edema, and nausea may outweigh the benefits (pp. 756). 	Comment by Mary: Spell out what G-tube is the first time and follow it with (G-tube)
	I would help Jake’s daughter and son understand the option of G-tube feedings by sitting down with them, and another healthcare provider for Jake, and teach them about G-tubes and their benefits and burdens. A social worker may need to sit down with Jake’s son at another time in order to talk to him about the end of life quality issues that Jake is living in, and the burdens of G-tube feedings that will add to his lack of quality. 
	Some things that could help Jake’s shortness of breath and pain is the administration of a low dose pain reliever. The best option for Jake and his condition would be an IV administration of low dose morphine (Mauk, 2010, pp. 760). This will not only decrease Jake’s pain, but it will also decrease Jake’s respiratory rate slightly and help him to breathe more efficiently. If his oxygen saturation is low, he may need to be put on two liters of oxygen. In order to decrease the crackles in his lungs Jake needs to be moved to different positions at least every 2 hours, and the bed may need to be put in Trendelenburg position in order to move the secretions. Depending on Jakes level of secretions he may need suction occasionally. 	Comment by Mary: Is this a direct quote? If so need quote marks if not do not need page numbers and it is p. not pp.
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