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Case Study 8-2
	A few of Mrs. Tyler’s at home medications may have contributed to her fall. Some of these medications may include Prozac, Mellaril, and possibly Valium. The Prozac and Mellaril are both known to cause dizziness, drowsiness, and weakness (Comerford & Labus, 2010). Prozac is also known to cause a part of the body to uncontrollably shake for a period of time (Comerford & Labus). The Valium is used at bedtime to help Mrs. Tyler sleep. Because of her age and use of more than one medication, also called ‘polypharmacy’, her hepatic function may be decreased and the valium may not have left her system fully by morning in order for her to walk safely (Mauk, 2010). 
	Some symptoms that Mrs. Tyler is displaying that may be drug related are ‘altered mental status’ and ‘hallucinations’. Although Mrs. Tyler has a history of anxiety and depression, and is taking multiple medications often used to treat patients with more serious mental health disorders, her daughter swears that this is not her usual personality. Also, Mrs. Tyler was taking both the mental health drugs while she was at the hospital, and should not have regressed into a delirious state. Her urine and blood tests were reviewed and showed no signs of infection (Mauk, 2010). Therefore, these symptoms that Mrs. Tyler is having are most likely the result of an adverse drug reaction, or overdose, of certain drugs that were ordered and administered to her while she was at the hospital. 
	My grandfather had a bad reaction to different pain medications like Morphine and Demerol. When I asked my grandma one time about the reaction he had, she said he was ‘acting drunk and silly’. Mrs. Tyler’s reaction seems similar to what my Grandpa had gone through. If I Morphine and Demerol. These medications are processed by the liver, and so are all of her other medications, which is most likely creating a toxic effect in her body. 
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