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Shawna L. Storm
207 W. Adams Ave
Vila Grove, IL. 61956		
Lakeview College of Nursing	
580 W. Lincoln Ave
Charleston, IL 61920
To Whom It May Concern,
As the end of the semester nears, there were many emotions flowing through the halls of Lakeview College of Nursing in Charleston today. I was saddened as a student to learn that Karen Kaplan and Vicki Dougherty will not be returning to LCN in the spring of 2012. As a first semester student, these women were instrumental in my success. They were both valuable components of a very fluid team and I cannot imagine what my semester would have been like without either one of them. 
Karen is a very caring and exceptional individual. She demonstrated not only genuine leadership but treated each and every student individually with compassion. She wanted to see us grow and succeed and she took the time to ensure that our questions and concerns were addressed. She was patient and kind and took the time to make certain that students knew she was a support system in their educational endeavors. I personally had the honor of having Karen as a clinical instructor this semester. Her attention to detail with clinical assignments, lab instruction, exams and preparation is instrumental in the success of the foundations lab and the clinical component. Her willingness to make the math component a success and a priority to reduce the amount of medication errors was crucial during the passing of medications. Karen is an asset to Lakeview and I am personally sad for the incoming students. They will unfortunately be at a disadvantage without Karen being a part of their educational experience. The guidance, the support and the encouragement demonstrated is valuable to a frustrated and overwhelmed nursing student. 
Vicki provided many frustrated and confused students the opportunity to come into lab and work on skills and ask questions. The opportunity that was presented was a valuable component and crucial to the success of many of us on test out days. Being able to one on one practice skills and gain valuable information and instruction was an asset to many of us. Personally being able to practice the skill helped me gain insight into my weaknesses and helped me gain confidence in myself as a nurse. Because of Vicki’s selflessness to encourage us and her willingness to be an exceptional and effective educator, I am more confident in my ability to effectively perform clinical skills from this semester. Not only did the opportunities she gave us to be successful mold me into a more effective nurse but it cut the tension and nervousness of test outs in half if not more. I personally did not have the opportunity to work with Vicki in a clinical setting but if she is as effective in clinical as she is in the lab then she demonstrates caring, leadership and patience that is essential in molding effective and successful future nurses. I am personally saddened to see her leave such a fluid and positive team. 
While I understand that sometimes personnel are released from duties for various reasons, I hope that Lakeview Administration will reconsider removing Karen and Vicki as a part of the team. Both women are essential in the molding process of incoming students and have helped me in various ways. I cannot imagine how differently my experience would have been without their encouragement and support. It is a great loss for not only future Lakeview students but to the faculty that have worked with both Karen and Vicki. The team work demonstrated was very encouraging and displayed a professionalism that set a standard of educational excellence. While I realize that I am merely a first semester student that is not educated on the difficult decisions that had to be made in regards to faculty, I wanted my voice to be heard in regards to such a devastating loss. Please keep them in mind in returning to Lakeview or in future faculty plans of growth and opportunity. Karen and Vicki are an asset and invaluable to the Charleston Lakeview family. 
Thanks you for taking the time to let me voice my opinion and concerns. I greatly appreciate the opportunity. I look forward to being a nurse that Lakeview can be proud of one day. It takes exceptional faculty to mold us into the nurses that Lakeview can be proud to call alumni. 

Sincerely,


Shawna L. Storm 
Nursing Student, Charleston Campus 
sstorm@lakeviewcol.edu
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